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EDITORIAL 


“By Schisms Rent 
Asunder”’ 


The editorial which we are printing below ap- 
see | first in the April 10 issue of the “Sunday 

chool Times” and was reprinted in the June issue 
of the “Moody Monthly.” 


We feel that it has a message for all Christians. 
Of course Christians should separate themselves 
from those who come in the name of Christianity 
and then deny those vital things which are the 
a of Christianity and its message to the 
world. | 


But, this editorial deals with the differences 
between true believers which have been such a 
source of sorrow to many in the Church and a 
source of bewilderment to those outside. These 
thoughts are well worth pondering. —L.N.B. 


“By Schisms Rent Asunder” 


_“No thoughtful person will deny that the 
visible Church is sorely divided. The years have 
etched more deeply the words of Samuel J. 
Stone, written in 1866: 


Though with a scornful wonder 
Men see her sore oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, 
By heresies distressed, 
Yet saints their watch are keeping, 
Their cry goes up, “‘How long?”’’ 
And soon the night of weeping 
Shall be the morn of song. 


“Many a Christian thinker has wrestled in vain 
with the great and painful mystery of why 
good men, who believe the Bible and love the 
Lord, should have such irreconcilable differ- 
ences of opinion on doctrine and practice. 
They have existed through the whole course of 
church history, though they seem to have 
multiplied in our day. 


“Any company of one thousand Christians, 
gathered from different churches, would be 
split into fragments today if one should throw 
into the assembly such problems as eternal 


security versus falling away from grace, bap- 
tism by immersion versus sprinkling, armed re- 
sistance in war versus nonresistance, dispensa- 
tionalism versus nondispensationalism, liturgi- 
cal forms of worship versus the simpler forms, 
premillennialism versus amillennialism, and 
now the pre-tribulation versus mid-tribulation, 
or pre-tribulation versus post-tribulation rap- 
ture of the Church; and such puzzles in prac- 
tice as graded versus uniform Sunday school 
lessons, to ask or not to ask for money for 
Christian work, to make some use or no use 
at all of moving pictures in church; and there 
are some issues almost too inflammatory to 
mention. | 


“There is no solvent that will dissolve these 
differences except revival or the return of the 
Lord. Even revival would not completely clear 
them all away, for they are precipitated by our 
limited understanding of the Scriptures, as 
well as by our differences in temperament, 
background, upbringing, environment, and the 
mysterious and unfathomable depths of the 
human heart. But with revival would come 
tears of repentance, and in them some things 
melt away that nothing else can touch. When 
a man is really gripped by a sense of his own 
sin as God sees it, his pride tumbles in the 
dust and he loses all desire for searching out 
the faults of others. 


“The differences should be a reminder 
that we are not better than our fathers, and 
should keep us humble before one another 
and before God. They are constant evidences 
of our human limitations. Differences should 
drive us to a closer study of the Word of 
God and a more complete dependence upon 
“the wisdom that is from above,” which “is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy 
to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocrisy.” 
(James 3:17). 


‘“‘We need to remember, too, that the Bible 
has not changed; that it is still God’s Word 
to us, “written for our learning, that we 
through patience and comfort of the scrip- 
tures might have hope” (Rom. 15:4). There 
is a danger that some humble believers, con- 
scious of their own intellectual limitations, 
and sickened by controversy, will be driven 
away from important parts of it through fear 
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of not understanding them. . 
“But no one believer has any more claim 
on the Bible than another. Nothing should 
deprive us of the sweetness of communion 
with the Lord and the jewels and gold nug- 
gets that every determined seeker can find 
in the whole Word, from Genesis to Revela- 
lation. | 


‘We should keep these differencies in the 
family, so to speak, and not display them 
before the world. There is not a family on 
earth where disagreements do not arise at 
some time or other, and only stronger words 
would describe what happens even in some 
Christian families; but where the members 
are loyal to one another, they try to keep 
these troubles to themselves, and take them 

- to God in prayer. 


“Let us remember that however painful 
and far-reaching these divisions are in the 
visible Church, there is deep and real unity 
in the invisible Church, the Body of Christ, 
“which is the church” (Col. 1:24).” 


God’s Standard 


The writer has the privilege of teaching a Bible 
class once a week to nurses in a city hospital. 
Only this week this question was asked by the 
daughter of an Episcopal Rector: “Why do so 
many young preachers try to explain away the 
supernatural in the Bible?”’ 


We happened to be studying the sixth chapter 
of John and this girl stated that she had heard 
a recently ordained minister explaining away the 
miracle of the feeding of the five thousand re- 
corded in this chapter. His explanation was that 
the proffering of the five loaves and the two 
fishes prompted the multitude to bring out the 
lunches which they had brought but had forgotten 
to eat. She was satisfied when the thirteenth 
verse was called to her atttention: with the frag- 
ments of the five barley loaves, which remained 
over and above unto them that had eaten.” 


This incident is cited as an illustration of the 
tragic type of teaching which is abroad in the 


land today, teaching designed to eliminate the | 


miraculous and the supernatural and bring one’s 
faith down to the level of human accomplish- 
ment and understanding. 


Christianity is a supernatural faith, based on 
the revelation of an omnipotant God, a God who 
has been pleased to reveal Himself to man by His 


works, His Son and His Word. The natural man | 


cannot receive this revelation and it is only by 
the work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of born- 
again creatures that such wonders can even dimly 
be perceived. | | 


Christians will be well advised to so know their 
Bibles that the arrows of unbelief, no matter 
how well disguised under the cloak of false scien- 
tific assumptions, shall fall harmless before the 
shield of faith which is a part of our armour. 


A reader of The Journal recently wrote, dis- 
continuing his subscription to The Journal, and 
in his letter said: “Frankly, I do not understand 
what you men are driving at, your paper has no 
meaning to me.” 


We realize that we have only too frequently 


failed in making clear some point but we would 
reaffirm that the consuming desire of our hearts 
is to bear a true witness to the absolute and 
entire trustworthiness of the Bible and of the 


- Christ it portrays. 


Even a novice has but to read the average 
theological book of today, or come in contact 
for a short time with many who teach and preach, 
to realize that more than the modes of presenting 
Christianity to a lost world are involved. The 
issue is the presenting of a changed view of the 
content of the Christian message itself. That we 
in the South have been largely free of this dis- 
torted type of Christianity for so long a time 
should be a source of thanksgiving, but, we will 
be wise to look with an appraising eye and hear 
with an inquiring ear in days such as these. 


The Berean Christians have set an example all 
should follow for we are told: “They received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” 


Acts. 


God has given us a standard, in which to believe 
and by which to test. Let our lives and our wit- 
ness, and that of others, conform to it.—L.N.B. 


The Best Things In 
Life Are Free 


A song hit of some years ago bore the above 
title. We do not know who the composer was or 
how deep and spiritual his insight was. But he was 
touching on truth. 


The out of doors is free. If we stay at home, we 
can manage to enjoy the lovely countryside about 


us. If we go to the shore, we can revel in the foam- 


ing breakers and the mysterious, surging sea. If we 
visit the mountains, we can walk on pine-scented 
paths and scan distant blue ranges, deriving as 
much pleasure from them as a millionaire. 


Christian privileges are, in a glorious sense, free. 
They were purchased for us by another. The treas- 
ures of the Book, the exalted moments of medita- 
tion and prayer, the deep blessings of joy and 
peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus 
Christ flow bountifully into our hearts and minds. 


Truly, we should give thanks in everything. 
—C.N .W. 


World Councils 


It is evident that we are in an age that is be- 
coming conscious of the world implications of 
Christianity. A large share of the non-Roman Catho- 
lic Churches of the world are to meet in a World 
Council in Amsterdam. Those who oppose this 
Council under the leadership of The Beacon writ- 


ers have organized a counter-council meeting at 


the same time and place and called the Inter- 
national Council. Recently, the writer was the 
guest of the Christian Reformed people whose 
Synod has not yet endorsed either of these Coun- 
cils. But the thought of ecumenicity was on every 
lip there. This fine Church looks to the National 
Association of Evangelicals in America for its 
ecumencial contacts. Dr. Ockenga of the NAE has 
urged a favorable attitude toward the World 
Council and continued prayer that -it may stand 
for the faith. A number of these evangelicals are 
holding an entirely informal conference ia 
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Switzerland for prayer and fellowship before the 
meetings in Amsterdam. | 


It is evident then that every group in America 
recognizes the need for larger fellowship. No 
one of us has the right to say: We alone are the 
body of Christ. There is one Christ and therefore 
one Church. And we want to express our brethren 
of other denominations are, equally with us, this 
one Church—that this Church scattered around 
the world is the One Church of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Our oneness is primarily in Jesus Christ 
and around Him in heaven. Further we express 
this oneness in inviting those of other denomina- 
tions to share with us in the means of grace 
Christ has ordained: His Word and His sacra- 
ments. But it is also proper and desirable to ex- 
press this unity visibly to the world in a world 
council. The World Council of Churches put Christ 
to the fore when it invited into its membership 
only those Churches which recognize Jesus Christ 
as God and Saviour. This is a brief creed, but it 
is a sound one. It affirms the Godhead of Christ, 
His incarnation and His salvation. 


Will you, kind reader, breath a prayer to 
God that the Holy Spirit who shows the things 


of Christ to men may so touch the hearts of. 


those who gather for this meeting that this testi- 
mony may be implemented and not compromised? 
There are many who would change this clear 
statement. Will you pray that it may continue to 
fly from the masthead of the World Council? 
When the first ecumenical council with its martyrs 
and bishops met at Nicaea in 325, it declared that 
Jesus Christ was true and eternal God, of the 
same essence as the Father, of the Father’s self- 
existent being. May this ecumenical gathering in 
Amsterdam have grace given it to stand where 
the 318 fathers of Nicaea stood—for the glory of 
our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


Wanted!! 


This Journal earnestly solicits short stories tell- 
ing of incidents of soul-winning. If the author 
wishes he may omit all specific names and places, 
he may even ask that his own name not be pub- 
lished if he so desires. 


It is our observation that such stories stimulate 
others to a similar work and encourage them in 
it. Without realizing it we Presbyterians have 
become cold and formal to a degree which often 
excludes warm personal testimony and soul win- 
ning. Nothing can bless our Church more than a 
return to such witnessing, and, nothing will stimu- 
late this more than to pass the good word on; 
telling of the working of the Holy Spirit in this 
way. 

It is our desire to operate a special department 
for such stories. By co-operating in this you can 
make it a success and this will be measured in 
the blessings others may receive. —L.N.B 


Minutes Of The General 
Assembly 


Ministers who desire changes in their address 
in the Alphabetical List in the Minutes of the Gen- 
eral Assembly should notify me immediately. If 
any have reason to believe that a recent change 
has not been reported to this office, they should 
send at once a postal card giving present perma- 
nent address. 


Copies of the Minutes will be sent to summe 
addresses if request is made to this office. At th 
time this is written (June 10), it is impossible ; 
give the date on which the Minutes will com 
from the press. It is hoped that mailing will begiy 
sometime between July 15 and July 31. If th 
entire family will be away from home the latte 
part of July and the first of August arrang. 
ments should be made with a neighbor or with th 
postal authorities in order to prevent the logs of 
third class mail. The General Assembly discharge 
its responsibility when the Minutes are mailed t 
the address given by the minister or by the state 
clerk of his presbytery. Duplicate copies are no} 
furnished free, and postage for remailing copig 
that have been returned will be charged in eag) 
case. 


For the information of those who may desire t 
order copies of the Minutes, the General Assembly 
increased the price from $1.00 to $1.50 to those 
in our church. All others will be charged $2.5) 
per copy. Orders can be sent to the Presbyterian 
Book Stores, Richmond, Va., and Dallas, Tex., or to 


E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk. 
1120 Liberty Bank Building, 
Dallas 1, Texas. 


the undersigned. 


PRESENT OR ABSENT 
What My Presence Did 
1. It caused people to have confidence in me, 


2. It made people know that I regarded my spir. 
itual welfare and that of others as a matter 
of great importance. 


3. It had a good effect on the service. 
4. It made my friends feel more welcome. 


5. It encouraged the brethren and helped the 
preacher in his work. 


6. It made my life stronger for another week. 
7. It caused others to come to the house of God. 


stumbling blocks from the sinner’s 
path. 


9. It pleased God and I was happy. 


10. It caused others to say, “‘He practiced what 
he preached.” 


What My Absence Did 


1. It made some question the reality of religion. 
2. It made some think that I was a pretender. 


3. It made many think that I regarded my 
spiritual welfare and that of others as 4 
matter of small concern. 


4, It weakened the effect of church service. 
5. It made it harder for the preacher to preach. 
6. It discouraged the brethren, and _ therefore 


robbed them of many blessings. 
7. It caused others to stay away from. church. 


8. It made it harder for me to meet the temp- 
tations of the week. : | 


9. It gave the devil more power over lost souls. 
10. It encouraged the habit of non-church going. 
—The Highland Park Record. 
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The Rock Whence We Are Hewn 


By Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. 


Austin ... Texas 


The history of our Church and its cardinal 
principles are matters not too well-known even 
among our own membership. Information in such 
connections should serve to secure not only greater 
loyalty but more zealous service for our Sovereign 
Lord. The rock whence we are hewn is of triple 
strata. Ours is a three-fold heritage. Historically 
we are Presbyterian, Calvanistic, Puritan. 


The Gaul of the Reformation as well as that 
of Julius Caesar was divided into three paris. 
Over against the corrupted Roman Catholic sector, 
were seu those of tne wutheran and the Reformed. 
vurs is a branch oc the Retormed Faith. It 1s 
well to remember that a fundamental aspect of 
the difference between these three, lies in the 
traditional attitude ot each towards the Bible. 
The Roman Catholic hierarchy builds on Scripture 
and tradition. ‘the Lutneran bodies assume as a 
general criterion for Church order, whatever 
ine Bible does not forbid. ine ske.ormed Churches 
commonly tind authority ior docirine, discipline, 
ie and worship, in the Word o« God alone, or in 


that which by good and necessary inference may - 


be deducied theretrom. The las. position is cleariy 
lhe Safest. 


We are then Presbyterian in Government, peing 
distinctive on the one hand, over against the 
Episcopal and Papal forms, which are Prelatical 
or Monarchical, and being separate on the other 
hand, as in distinction from the Baptist Churches 
which boast a pure Democracy. Thai is, ours is a 
representative republican polity, being exactly in 
principal parallel to, but sar antecedent of, our 
national government, both deriving irom the Bibie. 


Presbyterianism is government by elders and 
eders only, “sitting in couris so related as to 
realize the unity of the Church,” and in such 
fashion that ‘‘the power of the whole is over the 
power of every part, and the power of the whole 
isin the power of every part.’’ This governmeniai 
system which has given the commonly used name 
lo our Church, is, according to 
noted, essentially and literally Biblical. For noi 
only did the Apostle Paul ordain elders, that is, 


presbyters, for governing the Churches in those. 


ciies where he initiated the Chrisiian enterprise, 
and not only are elders mentioned constantly in 
connection with the New Testament Churches, but 
even as far back as the time ot Moses, a govern- 
ment for the people of God, given by the God of 
the people, was by elders. So much is this so, 
that it is quite proper to say that the “Israelites 
went into Egypt patriarchal (under the heads of 
families), and came out presbyterian (that is, 
under elders).’”’ We are thereiore Scripturally 
Presbyterian, governed by presbyters, elders, the 
lormer being Greek, and the latter being its 
English equivalent. 


The proposed degradation of ruling elders in 
connection with the ordination ceremonial would 
contradict our Biblical basis for polity (witness 
the “laying on of the hands of the presbytery’’). 
In addition, female eldership is unknown to the 
Bible. Also the rotary officership, as now prac- 


the touchstone. 


ticed, if not categorically, is unauthorized in the 
the Scriptures, and is therefore ur-Presbyterian. 
The Commission on the Minister and His Work 
has been quite effective in some cases, but equally 
provocative of unrest in others. It would be more 
in harmony with our principle of decentralization, 
and equally effective, relieving the tendency 
towards prelacy, were the body a Committee only, 
rather than, in part, a Commission. In some re- 
spects we seem in danger of letting slip our 
heritage: that were strange indeed. 


The second of the three streams which make 
up the Presbyterian current, relates to what we 
believe. Next then, we are Calvinistic in doctrine, 
as in opposition to all forms of paganism, auto- 
soterism, sacerdotalism, universalism. Our creed 
is clear in its opposition alike to every system 
which seeks to take away from the Lordship and 
salvation of God only. To John Calvin we look 
as the man who most effectively and succinctly 
drew up the doctrinal data of the Scriptures in 
systematic form. Indeed, to him the modern world 
is indebted both religiously and politically, as also 
educationally. The pre-eminent tenet of Calvinism 
is the Sovereignty of God: all else is articulated 
around, and with reference to, that supreme fact 
of revelation and of history. Thus, here again, our 
doctrine, as above, our polity, is drawn wholly 
and solely from the Word of God. The complete 
presentation of our system of belief is found in 
that compendium known as the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith and Catechisms, framed at the 
behest of the English Parliament, by the West- 
minster Assembly of Divines, of whom the great 
majority were Presbyterians by conviction. 


To the boldness of non-conformity the world 
as also the Church owes much, but not to the 
variety which takes solemn oath of ex animo sub- 


scription, and thereupon procedes to violate such 


vows. The famous Adopting Act of the first Ameri- 
can Presbyterian Synod, required that ‘‘any scruple 
with respect to any article or articles of said 
Confession or Catechisms” should be declared to 
the Presbytery, that the brethren might sit in 
judgment touching possible unorthodoxy. By im- 
plication, some even at that early date wanted to 
take liberties with the historic and accepted sense 
of the creed. Our Church is definitely not of 
such stripe. There is therefore deep concern on 
the part of those who continue in the tradition 
and truth of Thornwell, Dabney, and Palmer, 
relative to any actual defection from our time- 
honored and vindicated position. Only the future 
will recount the eventuation from the tendency 
to deviate from strict creedal subscription. As in 
regard to our government, so in regard to our doc- 
trine, there are dangers. Where there is liberalism, 
there too is tragedy. ; 


The mantle of our fathers is a three-ply gar- 
ment: Lastly then, we are Puritan in Worship and 
Life, in contradistinction to Cavalierism as repre- 
sented by Papacy, Prelacy, or Antinomianism. In 
this respect also, the Bible is our source-book and 
sole authority. The reference here is especially to 
the Puritanism of the sevenieenth century, noi to 
its later degenerate caricature. Nor do we follow 
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the Puritans in all things. But let Presbyterians 
keep in mind the fact that our Westminster Book 
of Church Order as well as our Confession and 
Catechisms, were drawn up by an Assembly whose 
predominant and preponderating element was 
Puritan Presbyterian, even while holding member- 
ship in the Church of England. And thereby hangs 
a tale that some present-day members of our 
Church do not know, and not a few others seem 
anxious to forget. 


As early as the fifth century, the tendency to 
divide life in sacred and secular, as in opposition 
to the ancient Hebrew and the early Christian 
ideal, produced the inertia which quickly led to the 
descent of worship “from spontaneous expression 
of deep Christian feeling, to a round of arbitrarily 
imposed observances” under ecclesiastical sanction. 
The truncated Reformation in England presented 
a break with Rome not sharp enough to relieve 
English ecclesiasticism of certain Papal parapher- 
nalia associated with moral laxity and other anti- 
Scriptural practices. It was then, in the interest of 
a more thorough-going reform than that of doc- 
trine only, and in opposition to a less than Biblical 
pattern both of worship and of life, as also of 
polity, that the Puritan revolution was added to 
the crimson tide of Reformation. 


Anglican and Lutheran did indeed dispense with 
purgatery, auricular confession, holy water, relics 
and ornaments and vestments; the Bible was read 
in the language of the people, the hymns and 
liturgy in the vernacular. But the prayers, re- 
sponses, and the general spirit of the worship 
were much the same as that of the earlier Latin 
type, the Lord’s Supper being appended as separate 
from morning devotions. But the Puritans, under 
the aegis of a stern and more relentless Calvin- 
ism, went further. What was wrong in itself, what 
was abhorrent on account of its connection with 
Romanism, in short, whatever the Scriptures do 
not command or clearly admit, was taboo: no 
images, no altar; neither incense nor vestments 
(amice, alb, girdle, maniple, stole, chasuble, cap, 
surplice), and no stained glass; no bowing at the 
Name, no gestures of the Cross, no kneeling at the 
Lord’s Supper. Gone were formal prayers, gone 
stilted liturgy, gone sponsors, confirmation, pri- 
vate baptisms; gone also were saints and holy days, 
processions, candles, chanting and responses, and 
even religious ceremonies at the wedding and for 
the deceased, lest the errors of Popery be counten- 
anced. The Oxford gown was permitted only be- 
cause it was the mark of the educated man. In 
brief, Puritanism was a thorough-going rebellion 
against all sacerdotalism, mediaevalism, Romanism, 


superstition, idolatry. In popular language of this 


day, the Puritans ‘‘did not mean maybe.” 


In these as in other respects, our spiritual an- 
cestors did go rather to extremes, which many 
today will disapprove. Our judgment would not be 
too severe did we but face the religious corrup- 
tion and ecclesiastical perversion of their day, and 
could we but hear the crackling of fagots flaming 
around the stakes that bound their condemned, 
or could we but smell the stench of burning martyr 
flesh, true to God and the Bible even unto death. 
As Calvin had called the erring back to pristine 
purity and to the power of Apostolic doctrine and 
faith, and had built on Divine event and prophetic 
revelation, so the Puritan, inspired by continental 
Calvinism, rejected vagaries, excrescences, tra- 
ditions, monstrosities, to proclaim the Divinely 
ordained simplicity and unalloyed procedures of 
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early Christianity, not that of the Papal Chure}, 
nor even of the Middle Ages. : 


Whatever one may think of the Puritans, it jj 
becomes a Presbyterian to forget that to }j 
Puritan ancestry, he owes, and the world owes, the 
three greatest life-giving and life-directing ing. 
tutions that under God have ever blessed map. 
kind— institutions vital in worship and life. Ther 
is first, The Bible, the King James Version, 
Through no virtue of his own, that monarch brought 
about the dispensation of the Word of God, by 
means of that most remarkable of versions of 
Scripture, which has so largely made our language 
and molded our forefathers’ lives, as a result of 
Puritan pressure. He refused their petitions fo 
redress of grievances, but as a sop to their suf. 
ferings, he inadvertently gave to the English. 
speaking world its greatest blessing. The key and 
the keeping of Puritan public worship is the 
Bible, on the central pulpit, as the proclaimed and 
received Word of God, mediated by the Holy 
Spirit, through the mind and heart of the preach. 
er. Where this is lacking, there may be senti- 
mentalism and awe, but hardly worship. Worship is 
our response to the “activities which God brings 
to bear upon us.” 


Our next Puritan blessing is the Sabbath Day 
Observance. The continental Sabbath was notorious 
in deviltry. Those who take note of the conten. 
porary desecration of the Holy Day, perverted into 
a Roman holiday, can understand in part. Puritans, 
differing from Calvin—as do we, if true to ow 
heritage here, went back for the sanctions of the 
Lord’s Day to the solemn obligations and sacred 
character of the Fourth Commandment. Let Pres- 
byterians read the Confessions of Faith, Chapter 


21, particularly those who are wont to do violence 


to their holy heritage and to their spiritual and 
physical health by goose-stepping with the crowd. 
It is plainly written in Israel’s Book of the Law 
that the Sabbath Day is the key to religion as rep- 
resented by altar, sacrifice, priesthood and _ taber- 
nacle. Who would not keep the Sabbath, would 
have scant use for the other. King James remarked: 
“No bishop, no king.’’ We may say: ‘‘No Sabbath, 
no worship.” 


Our third Puritan patrimony is the home. Home, 
as we know it,—or have known it, is of Puritan 
origin. The sacred marriage covenant, neither 
sacrament nor sacrilege, binding and not bungled, 
symbol of the Lord’s relationship to His Bride, the 
Church; honor, love, respect for womanhood, the 


wife, the help-meet; the child as the object of 


solicitous care and tenderest training, for God, for 
duty, for time and for eternity,—these are Pur: 
tan realities; and they originally stood out in bas 
relief against the blackness, the blasphemy, infi- 
delity, immorality of the Stuart Age. The best 
elements of our life may thus be traced directly 
back to their human source. Our worship likewise 
has an ancestry. 


Since all that pertains to the Reformed Church 
is based on the Bible, those who run may read 
that not arbitrarily but according to principle and 
due to theological consistency, Presbyterians, when 
true to their hard-won Puritan heritage, place the 
pulpit in the middle of the Church with the open 
Bible upon it. Also the communion table, not an 
altar, is out in front of the pulpit. And all the 
congregation is the choir. The Presbyterian posture 
in prayer is standing: we stand in the recognize 
presence of our Sovereign and Superior, God, when 
we speak to Him. (The Scripture permits also the 
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postures of kneeling and of prostration on the 
face, not sitting!). In addition, Presbyterians en- 
gage in worship: they do not hold services. Nor is 
the hyphenated term ‘“‘worship-service’ any more 
acceptable to our faith. Why not term our public 
as well as private devotions, collective or single, 
simply “worship.” It certainly is not service, nor 


do we attend services. We serve the Lord Christ! 


But calling worship “service” is not Puritan, Pres- 
byterian, nor Scriptural. One can have all of the 
admirable reverence characteristic of the Church 
of England (would we had more!), and all the 
submissiveness of the Church of Rome (we could 
learn here!) and all the faithfulness of the Church 
of Luther (what confusion of face _ should be 
ours!), without adopting their non-Scriptural cus- 
toms, even though long usage may throw the mantle 


| of sanctity over the accumulated paraphernalia of 


the ages. What defense can be made for rendering 


+ the “Ave Maria” in a Presbyterian Church! And 


why flash-light pictures during the sacred mo- 
ments of the Church-wedding? Why buying and 
selling in the sacred precincts? (The Man with 
whipcords may appear!) Also with what consistency 
does the choir chant: “The Lord is in His Holy 
Temple; let all the earth keep silence before 
Him”; and then instanter break forth in loudest 


praises! Why Presbyterian introit, Kyrie eleison, 


responses, and ““AH-MENS”! Enough! But shall we 
barter our birthright for the pottage of Popery in 
our endeavor to streamline the worship of Al- 
mighty God! 


But and therefore the Presbyterian worship is 
essentially simple. Let it be suggested that all read 
the whys and wherefores in the Directory for Pub- 
lic Worship of God by the Westminster Assembly 
(Neal: History of the Puritans, p. 457), which 
after its apology, seeks to “set forth such things 
as are of Divine institution,” viz., prayer (extem- 
pore but studied!), Scripture, Psalm-singing, pray- 
er, sermon, the Apostolic benediction (as accord- 
ing to the Bible and not tradition). 


The danger of ritualism,—provided it can be 
shown to be in harmony with Scripture, is that 
those who engage in its. elaborate vagaries, may 
think to count it as righteousness, and that those 
who partake in “rites and ceremonies”’ be they ever 
so plous, may with clear conscience forthwith lock 
arms with the Devil. And there is no “wolf” in 
this cry. It is at least worth thinking on, that 
our Presbyterian, Calvinistic, Puritan forebears 
engaged not in traditional mediaevalism of man’s 
devising when at worship, but adhered to a Scrip- 
tural simplicity in their public devotions of cor- 
porate character, answerable to their conception 
of the awful Sovereignty of the God over all the 
universe, as the great reality of life,—a solemn 
austerity, in a communion which, in and of itself, 
as it drew them from Rome, threw them on God. 
Is the rising generation of Church leadership be- 
ing taught these things? “And Naboth said to 
Ahab, The Lord forbid it me, that I should give the 
inheritance of my fathers unto thee.” Whither 
Presbyterianism? 


Present Day Catholicism 
In Brazil 


Paper prepared by Rev. A. L. Davis, of the East Brazil Mission, and read before the 
F ifth Pan-Presbyterian Alliance Meeting in Salvador, Bolivia, July 9, 1947. 


Brazil is a tremendously large country and 
the most influential institution in this vast 
country is the Roman Catholic Church. The 
present speaker, who has been given the honor 
and the responsibility of speaking on this sub- 
ject, lives and works in a field that is quite 
distant from the centers of activity and dis- 
cussion. Furthermore, my time is quite fully 
occupied with a large evangelistic field, leav- 
ing little time for reading and study. In spite 
of these limitations and handicaps I accepted 
the invitation of your program committee, 
knowing that I would have a benevolent and 
charitable audience. | 


In the preparation of this paper I grate- 
fully acknowledge the invaluable help that 
Rev. Paschoal Pitta and Dr. Leopoldo Ayres 
so kindly gave me. 


Roman Catholicism has always claimed to be 
unchangeable. “Semper e adem” has been her 
boast down through the centuries. While there 
are certain characteristic features of her system 
tht always remain the same, she finds it very 
easy to adapt herself to all kinds of situations 
and customs, whether they be social, political 
or religious, and regardless of whether they be 
moral or immoral. She accepts situations as she 


finds them and makes use of them for the attain- 
ment of her ulterior motives. No chameleon was 
ever more capable of adapting himself to his sur- 
roundings than the Roman Catholic Church to 
hers, and especially to political conditions. Al- 
though her objectives are CLEARLY AND DEFI- 
NITELY UNDEMOCRATIC, nevertheless in driv- 
ing towards her ends she follows the opportunist 
principle of making use of any circumstances in 
which she finds herself. The story is told of the 
married French Cardinal Talleyrand who was 
standing one day by a window watching the peo- 
ple in a revolt, milling about in the streets below. 
He remarked to one of his hangers-on: “I see our 
side is winning.’”’ His satellite asked him: ‘‘Which 
is our side’? Talleyrand replied: “I don’t know 
yet, it is the side that is going to win.”’ This story 
affords a good example of the opportunist policy 
— by the Roman Catholic Church univer- 
Ss y- 


In the Second World War the Romish Church 
was so sure the Axis Powers were going to win 
that she made the mistake of choosing her side 
before the end of the conflict. The result of this 
has been quite disastrous for her. Her alliances 
with Nazism and Fascism, her open support of 
Franco in Spain and of Salazar in Portugal, in 
addition to her terrible persecution of orthodox 
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Christians, have served to weaken and discredit 
her in the eyes of the world. Worse still were 
the crimes and the consequent indictment of 
Archbishop Stepinac, Monsgr. Tiso and the unre- 
lenting persecutor, Pavelitch, to whom Mussolini 
gave his full support in Croatia. The result of 
these and many other erroneous moves and atti- 
tudes on the part of the Pope and his satellites 
has been the general weakening of the Romish 
Church, especially in Europe. Since the end of 
the war she has been putting forth every effort 
to save face and to survive in all parts of the 
world. (The reader will find the chapter en- 
titled, ‘‘Whitewashing the Vatican”’ in the booklet, 
“The Pope in Two Wars” by Dr. L. H. Lehmann, 
editor of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGA- 
ZIINE, very interesting and enlightening). 


Unfortunately, President Truman and Prime 
Minister Attlee either do not see or pretend not 
to see what this totalitarian church is doing to 
regain and enhance her political power in the 
world. So far as the Americas are concerned she 
is playing politics with two powerful factors. The 
first factor the childish simplicity of the govern- 
ment and people of the United States among whom 
she has complete liberty to propagate her erroneous 
and fatal system and where very few of: the people 
distrust her. The second factor is the illiteracy of 
the masses and the demagogery of the rulers in 
many of the Latin-American countries. The United 
States and Great Britain spent hundreds of billions 
of dollars and hundreds of thousands of 
her sons poured out their life blood on 
the seven seas and on the five continents of the 
earth in the defense of democracy against totali- 
tarianism, yet the Protestant rulers of these coun- 
tries do not seem to realize that in the game of 
politics they are playing with the Pope they are 


handing over to him and to his totalitarian church 


not only the political liberties of the nations but 
their spiritual liberties as well. At present the fact 
of the political prestige of the Pope in the United 
States is, to say the least, truly deplorable. 


Here in Brazil that prestige is certainly with- 
out a precedent in all the four hundred years of 
Brazilian history. In order to maintain and pro- 
mote it the Romish Church seeks by every method 
to keep men in office who will obey her orders 
and further her interests. A candidate who has 
any real chance of being elected must reply satis- 
factorily to a questionaire presented to him by 
the Catholic League of Voters. The League is a 
lay organization, but it expresses authentically the 
aims and aspirants of the hierarchy. If the answers 
of a candidate to the questionaire are not satis- 
factory to the hierarchy, even though he be a son 
of the Church in good spiritual standing, he is 
denied the Catholic vote so far as that powerful 
organization can influence it. Its influence and 
money are tremendous factors in any election. 
Brigadier Eduardo Gomes, one of the candidates 
for the Presidency in last year’s election, a man 
who communes almost daily and is considered so 
pure and holy that he is no longer required to 


confess before communing, lost because he re- | 


fused to submit to all the demands of the Catholic 
League. So far during the presidency of Gen. 
Dutra, the Roman Catholic Church has enjoyed 
a political position far superior to what it had 
during the fourteen years of the Vargas govern- 
ment, which is saying a great deal because Snr. 
Vargas was a political opportunist and knew how 
to play politics with the hierarchy. Gen. Dutra, 
besides being an ardent Catholic, is very strongly 


influenced by his fanatically Catholic wife wh 
has among her court favorites various powerfj 
elements of the hierarchy. Such being the cag. 
if the Romish Church enjoyed special privilege; 
and prospered during the Vargas regime, she wij 
most certainly prosper even more during the prey. 
dency of Gen. Dutra because the whole presen 
set up is more favorable to her. 


But all this power and prestige are based 
a very precarious foundation. With the exceptioy 
of the President those in power are, as a rule, 
only nominal Catholics, SUBMISSIVE TO THE 
CHURCH FOR POLITICAL MOTIVES AND NOT 
BECAUSE OF RELIGIOUS CONVICTIONS. The 
Church is taking advantage of their lack of sin. 
cerity and moral stamina in the hope that they 
will promote her interest, while they, for thei 
part, are taking advantage of the Church’s influ. 
ence for vote getting to keep them in office. While, 
as a rule, those candidates who answered the 
questionaire of the Catholic Voters League ac. 
ceptably were the ones elected, there were ex. 
ceptions, two of which are very important cases: 
—Dr. Ademar de Barros, candidate for Governor 
of the State of Sao Paulo and Dr. Melo Viana 
candidate for the Federal Congress from the 
State of Minas Geraes. In spite of the hierarchy 
having threatened to excommunicate any and all 
who should vote for Dr. Barros, and having done 
everything humanly possible to influence the vote 
of the Paulistas in favor of its approved candidate, 
Dr. Barros was elected by an overwhelming mz. 
jority. Dr. Melo Viana’s name was blacklisted by 
the Catholic League but even so he was the most 
popular candidate for Congress in his State. 


It is a historical fact that the more the cardinals, 
bishops and priests become involved in_ politics 
the more unpopular they are in public esti 
mation. The attitude of the average Brazilian 
towards the priests at the present is of outspoken 
criticism and disdain. 


The Romish Church is finding it very diffi 
cult to recruit its priesthood. In a published article 
signed by Father Fausto de Vasconcelos Craveiro, 
Vicar of Sao Goncalo do Sapucai, Minas, he states: 
—“The lack of candidates for the priesthood 
among us is alarming. In the United States, for 4 
Catholic constituency of about twenty-five millions, 
there are 40 thousand priests; France with a popu: 
lation of 40 millions has 50 thousand priests; Italy 
with a population more or less the same as Brazil, 
has 60 thousand priests,’ whereas this country ha 
only 6 thousand. Last year in the Archdiocese 0 
Sao Paulo only one priest was ordained; the need 
was for at least a hundred to fill the already exist: 
ing gaps in the ranks of the clergy.” 


In educational work Romanism has gained 1 
some sections and lost in others. Our Evangelical 
schools are an ever increasing stimulus to spu! 
it on to greater efforts in this important sphere 
of activity. In the April ’47 number of “AVE 
MARIA,” a paper published in Sao Paulo, there 
is an interesting article entitled, “Higher Edv- 
cation and Protestantism’? in which the _ write! 
cites some of the things already achieved and als) 
future plans for the Protestant denominations 1 
the field of higher education. He manifests deep 
concern at the present situation, and alarm be 
cause of the number and prestige of our school 
in comparison with those of his church. He appeal 
to his colleagues to make greater efforts to offse 
our growing influence in this field. 
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While the evangelical denominations and the 
private parties who establish schools always pro- 
vide the money for them without appealing for 
government aid, such is not the case with the 
Romish Church. She always has to have govern- 
ment funds for her schools because she cannot 
depend on her members to provide them. She has 


never known how to educate her members to con- 


tribute to altruistic causes, and besides this, 
everybody knows that funds are not always used 
for the causes for which they are contributed. It 
always takes a very long time to complete a build- 
ing. A notable example is the Sao Paulo Cathedral. 
About thirty years ago the government donated a 
huge sum of money for that work—an amount 
calculated to be sufficient to finish it then, but 
the work still drags on, the hierarchy receiving an 
annual government subsidy for it. 


In the field of social service, especially in her 
ministrations to the sick and suffering in her own 
and in government hospitals which she operates 
through sisters of charity, the Romish Church is 
far surpassing us and is exerting a_ strong influ- 
ence. President Dutra has authorized the Mayor 
of Rio de Janeiro to cooperate with Cardinal 
Camara in dealing with social problems such as 
ministering to the needs of paupers in the slums 
of the city. For this purpose there has been 
organized the Leo XIII Foundation with govern- 
ment subsidy to be administered by religious 
orders. 


Because of the intolerant attitude towards those 
of other faiths, in many of the charitable insti- 
tutions she operates, there is a strong reaction 
against the Romish Church, and there is an in- 
creasingly large number of private hospitals that 
are competing with her. 


The impact of our evangelistic work is produc- 
ing marked effects on the Roman Catholic Church. 
She is more evangelistic in -her methods than 
formerly, even if her evangelism is as yet almost 
completely overshadowed by her pompous ritual- 
ism, gay festivals and ostentatious processions. A 
somewhat higher respect for the Bible and a little 
more zeal in its propagation is a second result 
of our evangelistic work. Recently the hierarchy 
promoted in the City of Sao Paulo what they 
called “Bible Week’? with daily discourses about 
the Bible by the best orators available. One of 
the results of that special effort to arouse interest 
in the Bible was the resolution and promise that 
in the near future a modern version would be 
issued at a moderate price. A third result of our 
evangelical work is to bring pressure to bear on 
the Romish Church to provide a more competent 
priesthood—a _ priesthood of higher intellectual, 
social, moral and spiritual qualities. 


Concluding this paper, I leave with you the 
following observations. The apparent power and 
prestige of Roman Catholicism here in Brazil is 
very largely an illusion; her prestige is social and 
political, while spiritually she is very anaemic and 
exerts little influence. Furthermore, she does not 
and cannot trust the loyalty of her constituency 
for the following reasons:— 


1. If she wants her members to observe a holy 
day, she uses her influence with the government 
to have it declared a national holiday. This means 
that if there is not a decree, more or less obliging 
the people to observe the day, chances are that 
it will not be observed. What a situation! The 


church depends on the government to oblige her 
sons to be faithful to her. 


2. To prevent Catholics from getting divorces, 
she uses her influence with the government to for- 
bid divorce in all Brazil. If there were no law, 
there would be innumerable cases of divorce. It 
is not because her members are loyal and obedi- 
ent that they do not get divorces now, but be- 
cause the law forbids their doing so. In this case 
promise Js the moral and spiritual prestige of the 
cnuren: | 


3. In order to build cathedrals, universities and 
schools she always seeks and obtains aid from the 
public treasury. Why? Because she knows that 
her members will not meet the expenses incurred. 


4. Worse still, after 400 years of dominance 
in this country, she cannot indoctrinate her chil- 
dren but must lean on the government and have 
them taught the catechism at public expense. 
(Where lies the blame for the extremely high 
percentage of illiteracy in this country? Some 
authorities place it as high as 70 percent. Protestant 
countries make a far better showing). 


5. In order to maintain at least an outward 
manifestation of loyalty on the part of her consti- 
tuency she must resort constantly to all kinds of 
festivals. There are festivals and more festivals 
in honor of every saint in heaven and outside of 
heaven, processions, pilgrimages, auctions, gamb- 
ling schemes of all sorts, even to the raffling of 
‘holy’ images. 


Jesus said:—‘“‘Every plant that My Heavenly 
Father hath not planted shall be plucked up by the 
roots.”’” (Matt. 15:13). The process of uprooting 
of this hybrid plant, a political—religious organi- 
zation, goes on at a rapid rate in Europe and 
the signs are that it is well under way here in 


Brazil. 


Agnes Scott College 


At the fifty-ninth commencement exercises, Ag- 
nes Scott graduated 114 seniors, two of them with 
high honor and seven others with honor. The ad- 
dress to the graduating class was given by Chan- 
cellor Raymond R. Paty of the University System 
of Georgia, and the baccalaureate sermon was 
preached by Dr. John Chester Frist, pastor of the 
Sree Street Presbyterian Church, Mobile, 

a. 


The Hopkins Jewel was awarded to Miss Mary 
Beth Little, Wichita Falls, Tex.; the Jennie Sen- 
telle Houghton Scholarship went to Miss Annie 
Charles Smith, Christiansburg, Va.; the Collegiate 
Scholarship was awarded to Miss Polly Anna 
Philips, of Atlanta, Ga. 


Announcement was made of an anonymous of- 
fer of $500,000 for endowment, on the under- 
standing that the College will undertake to raise 
an additional million dollars for matching the 
donation. The supplemental sum is to be completed 
by January 1, 1950. 


Friends of the College are gratified that Dr. 
Wallace M. Alston, pastor of Druid Hills Presby- 
terian Church in Atlanta, Ga., has accepted the 
position of Vice-President and Professor of 
Philosophy at Agnes Scott, with a view to suc- 
ceeding to the presidency when Dr. McCain re- 
tires in 1951. | 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For July 18: Naomi— 
Woman Of Faith 


‘Seripture: Ruth. Devotional Reading: Psalms 
28 :6-9. 


“The Lord is my strength and my shield; my 
heart trusted in Him, and I am helped.’”’ Naomi 
found these words true long before they were writ- 
ten. Her faith may not have been of the strongest 
type, for there seem to be indications that both 
she and her husband and sons wavered at times: 
she might have been like the father in the New 
Testament who cried out, “Lord, I believe; heip 
thou mine unbelief’’; but she had faith enouga to 
cling to God through a troubled career, and her 
faith was richly rewarded, and her sorrow turned 
to joy. She might have very well said, “If it had 
not been the Lord who was on my side—then they 
had swallowed us up quick’; her troubles would 
have overwhelmed her. 


We usually have Ruth—the heroine of tne book 
—in our minds when studying this beautiful story, 
but the other characters, especially Naomi, are well 
worth consideration. Chesterton has said of Dick- 
ens that one mark of his greatness aS a writer 
is that he makes his minor characters unforgettable. 
The Bible often draws its richest lessons from some 
less well-known person. 


I. Her Trouble and Sorrow. Elimelech and !Na- 
omi left the land of Canaan in time of famine. 
This had also been true of Abram and Isaac. Per- 
haps all of them ought to have remained in the 
land; it may have been lack of faith which made 
them go away, Abram into Egypt, and Isaac into 
the country of the Philistines, and these two into 
the land of Moab. We know that David had to flee 
from the face of Saul for a long time. So we have 
no direct word that their faith failed, and the 
troubles and sorrows which came may not have 
been due to any sin or mistake on their part. 


“And they took them wives of the women of 
Moab.’”’ God never wants His people to mazry 
heathen, but God overrules our mistakes and sins, 
and often brings good out of evil. 


Deep sorrow soon came. Elimelech died and the 
two sons, Mahlon and Chilion. The home was a 
heart-broken home. 


In the depth of her soul-anguish she decides to 
return to her native land and starts with her two 
daughters-in-law, having heard that God had visit- 
ed His people in giving them bread. Sorrow and 
calamities ofter turn our thoughts toward home. 
It was this that caused the Prodigal Son to come 


back to his father. He began to be in want, then 


to sink to greater depth of despair and when he 
came to himself, he said, I will arise and go to my 
father. Sometimes we have to be in great need be- 
fore we become “homesick for Heaven.”’ 


Naomi was far different from the Prodigal Son, 
however. The only similarity was the fact that she 
was in a “far country,’”’ was in distress, and felt 
that conditions were far better back home. She 
may have felt that, “if we had just remained in our 


own country perhaps all this trouble would no 
have come upon us.” We can see our mistakes 
very easily and plainly after we have made then 
and suffered the consequences. 


II. Her Influence on Her Daughters-in-law. Wj; 
can see deeper into Naomi’s character and faith 
when we study her influence upon those close ty 
her. Lot had no influence on his family, at leas 
the part that had married in Sodom. Naomi wa 
a woman who won the esteem and love of he 
family. 


Both of these widows seem to have been good 
women, and their love for their mother-in-lay 
speaks well for them, and for her. We can read 
between the lines and imagine her teaching thex 
Moabitish maidens about the faith of her fathers 
They were deeply attached to her. This shows her 


character, and gives the lie to the oft-repeated 


slander on mothers-in-law. 


Orpah wept, kissed her friend, and returned. She 
is among those who were “near the kingdom.” Let 
us always remember that “‘near is not enough.” 4 
man may go a long ways and not get there a 
Dr. Boreham so well says in one of his essays 
The seed sown had not found quite as good soil in 
Orpah’s heart as in the heart of her sister. Like 
many others, she was deeply moved, but not con 
verted. She did not have faith enough to give w 
her people, her country, and her gods. 


Naomi’s influence on Ruth was deeper, as ve 
know—and caused that young woman to cleave t 
her mother-in-law, and to the true God. See how 
God was bringing good out of evil! 


III. Her Welcome at Bethlehem. Her retun 
caused considerable stir in that little town. We 
can picture to ourselves a great many incidents in 
connection with such an event. There is a starting 
point here for a great work of fiction. | 


There is a note of complaint in her reply to the 
question, “Is this Naomi’? (Think of what must 
have been hers when she lived there) “Call me no 
Naomi (Pleasant), call me Mara (Bitter), for the 
Lord Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me— 
the Lord hath testified against me—hath afflict 
ed me.” It would seem from this reply that she 
felt that God had chastened her for her sin it 
leaving the land. She appears to blame herself ani 
also to complain somewhat about God. Her faith is 
not shining at this particular point. 


IV. Her Plans for Ruth. Naomi is a born “match 
maker,” and is overjoyed when she finds out tha 
Ruth has been gleaning in the fields of Boaz, het 
rich kinsman. Notice 2:3, “Her hap was to light 0 


a part of the field belonging unto Boaz.” Wh 


doubts the guiding hand of God in this “happer 
ing?’ Naomi recognized that indeed God was 
ing to help them. She was going to do all she coul 
to help too. 


How shrewdly, tactfully and lovingly she guide 
the Moabitish girl who is unfamiliar with Jewis! 
laws and customs! How submissive and obedient} 
Ruth, who has the utmost confidence in her Wis 
counsellor and guide. There is a mutual love al 
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trust that reflects the character of both women. 


V. Her Rich Reward. ‘And Naomi took the child, 
and laid it in her bosom and became nurse unto it.” 


A fitting and most happy ending to one of the most 


entrancing stories in the Bible. As literature, it is a 
masterpiece; aS a part of the inspired record it has 
4 most important place. 


Her loving plans for Ruth succeeded. The young 
widow from the heathen country became the bride 


‘of Boaz, the wealthy land owner of Bethlehem. 


Boaz, too would be well worth our study. He is a 
fne type of a Godly and rich farmer. His relation- 
ship with those who worked for him; his gentleman- 
ly treatment of the stranger from Moab; his big 
heart won by her and the way in which she had 
eared for her mother-in-law; the shrewd way in 
which he moved—and moved without delay—to 
carry out his purpose; all this makes delightful 
reading after the two sordid stories which conclude 
the book of Judges. Even in times of apoatasy 
and confusion there were simple folk like Naomi 
and Boaz, and maidens like Ruth. These all clung 
to their faith in God. As in the time of Elijah, 
God has more good men and women in the world 
than we are aware of, when we read all the news 
of crime and unfaithfulness. 


As her reward Naomi held the babe, Obed, the 
father of Jesse, the father of David. God is always 
moving in mysterious ways His wonders to perform 
—in little ways, as well as big ways. The direct 
line of our Lord has some unexpected and seemingly 
strange characters in it. Here is the supreme reason 
for giving us this charming bit of literature, and 
romance. Naomi had a large part in bringing ‘his 
story to a happy ending. 


“All is well that ends well,” is but partly true, 
but when we love God He makes all things work 
together for our good and His glory. Naomi, deep 
down in her heart, despite lapses of faith, did love 
and trust: her God; she was a woman of faith. Is 
our faith even as strong as hers? 


Lesson For July 25: Jonathan— 
Loyal Friend 


Scripture: I Samuel 18-20; 23:16-18; II Samuel 
1:1-27; 21:7. Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 
13:1-13. 


Three expressions especially in the_ beautiful 
“Hymn of Love” (I Cor. 13), can very fittingly be 
applied to Jonathan: (1) “Love envieth not,” (2) 
“Seeketh not her own.” (3) “Love never faileth.” 


If envy were ever excusable, it would be in the 
case of Jonathan. He could have very easily and 
naturally looked upon David as a_usurper and 
upstart, taking the place which rightfully belonged 
to the Crown Prince. This evil passion of jealousy 
took possession of Saul’s mind and heart and was 
the curse of his life: it could have ruined Jonathan 
also. But if there was ever a trace of such a sin in 
him, we fail to see it. ‘“‘Love envieth not”: here 
was and is, the cure for envy. He accepted David 
as God’s anointed and seemed to feel toward 
him as John the Baptist felt toward Christ; “He 
must increase, but I must decrease.” 


Then when David became an outlaw and a fugi- 
tive it would have been so easy for Jonathan to 
forget, or be ashamed of, his friendship for this 
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hated and hunted man. But his love never failed 
and he went to his friend in these darkest days 
and encouraged him in the Lord.’ 


As a. study in true friendship he is the best 
known and best worth studying of any mere man 
in History. In him we see friendship at its noblest 
and best, and he is a type of the Great Friend, 
hii g having loved His own, loved them unto the 
end. 


I. The Beginning, or Basis, of True Friendship: 
Two souls “knit together.’”’ I Samuel 18:1. 


David had come to the camp to visit his brothers, 
bringing them some provisions, and a present for 
King Saul. He heard the challenge of the giant 
Goliath, went against him and slew him, and was 
being interviewed by Saul.” And it came to pass, 
when he had made an end of speaking unto Saul, 
that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul 
of David, and Jonathan loved him as he lovcd 
his own soul.” 


All real friendship is based on love—a love that 
takes possession of the soul and binds two people 
together. Anything less than love will never stand 
the many tests which come. We often call pcople 
our “friends”. when we mean nothing more than 
acquaintances or neighbors. Even admiration, or 
‘hero worship” does not make a foundation for 
friendship—nothing less than love will do. 


When Jesus was putting Peter through the “acid 
test,” He three times said to him, ‘“‘Lovest thou 
Me?” Our Savior loves us, but there must be a 
response to that love on our part if we can truly 
claim Him as Friend. He ever and again stressed 
this thought in the closing days of His ministry: 
“that ye love one another, as I have loved you.” 


II. The Unselfishness of True Friendship: “Jona- 
than stripped himself I Samuel 18:4: “And Jona- 
than stripped himself of the robe that was upon. 
him and gave it to David, and his garments, even 
to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle’: 
“Love seeketh not her own.” 


Here is the absolute abnegation of love. It is 
true that they made a mutual covenant, and David 
promised certain things and stood to his agreement 
later on when he became king, but it was Jona- 
than, the king’s son, the crown prince, who had 
to give up—renunciate—his position and all of his 
friends. We can see why David ought to love 
Jonathan, and there could have been a taint of 
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selfishness in his love, although we see no evidence 
of it, for he was the recipient, and Jonathan was 
the giver, Jonathan gave all. Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends. 


When we really love, we are willing, yea, even 
anxious, to do this: to give all. Jesus Christ gave 
all, not for His friends, but for His enemies, a lost 
world of sinners. 


True friendship never counts the cost: Jonathan 
cheerfully, hilariously gave David as tokens those 
possessions which stood for his rank and position 
as the King’s son and heir to the throne. He was 
really abdicating in favor of his young friend, 
stepping down from the throne, and placing David 
upon it. 


II. The Service of True Friendship: I Samuel 
19.4-6: “And Jonathan spake good of David unto 
Saul his father.”’ 


There was no hypocrisy in Jonathan. He did not 
speak fair words of David to his face, and foul 
words when no longer in his presence. He stood up 
for his friend at court and interceded with Saul at 
the risk of his own life, doing all in his power for 
his absent loved one. Love delights to serve, even 
if that service costs. 


An unreasonable and insane jealousy took posses- 
sion of the king’s mind, fanned into a flame by 
the thoughtless words of the women who sang, 
“Saul hath slain his thousands, but David his tens 
of thousands,’”’ and he sought to kill him and 
gave orders to that effect to all about him. 


David needed a friend at court and in Jonathan 
he had such a friend, one who would go to the 
uttermost to serve him. Our Master, the Great 
Friend, was here “as one that serveth.’”’ The scene 
in the Upper Room and the words He spoke are 
indelibly inscribed upon our hearts. We have a 
Friend at Court now, our Advocate with the Father, 
continually making intercession for us. 


IV. The Sympathy of True Friendship: I Samuel 
20:34: “For he was grieved for David.”’ 


Sympathy means to “feel with’: we use the 
word thoughtlessly and lightly. Jonathan knew 
what it meant to “feel with David.’’ 


Saul laid a trap for David meaning to kill nim 
at the feast, and was exceedingly angry when he 
failed to appear. Jonathan, in standing up for, 
and aiding David incurred the wrath of his father 
who in his anger cast a javelin at his own son. 
“So Jonathan arose from the table’—and with a 
sad heart went out to the field to make known to 
David the implacable hatred of Saul and his de- 
termination to kill him. He had literally put him- 
self in the place of his absent friend. He knew 
what “sympathy” was. We can perhaps imagine 
something of his feelings as he gave the signal 
agreed upon, and then as they met, kissed one an- 
other, and wept upon each others’ shoulders. 


V. The Strengthening Power of True Friend- 
ship: I Samuel 23:16: “And Jonathan, Saul’s son 
arose, and went to David in the wood, and strength- 
ened his hand in God.”’ 


Saul continued to hunt David, and it was while 
he was in the wilderness of Ziph that Jonathan 


came to him. It looked as though David was “done 


for,” but in this hour of supreme need and dis- 
couragement his friend came to his succor. 
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The writer, as well as all who read, knows 
what this means. He spent some trying days ina 
hospital recently, and his friends ‘“‘strengthened his 
hand in the Lord.’’ Our friends mean something 
when we are “in the wood.” 


VI. The Surpassing Beauty of True Friendship: 
II Samuel 1:26: “Thy love to me was wonderful, 
passing the love of women’’: So sings David as he 
remembers his friend in the beautiful poem he 
wrote at his death. 


Tears often show the depth of our friendship. 
This was no “put on” affair, but the outward evi- 


dence of broken h«arts. Tender hearts are marks 


of true friendship: “Jesus wept.” 


VII. The Obligation of True Friendship: [! 
Samuel 21:7. David a.id Jonathan made a covenant. 
One of the contracting parties is dead, but David 
remembers and is true to the promise he made his 
friend. The obligations of true friendship are not 
broken by death: we can remember our dead 
friends by being kind to those whom they leave 
behind. How often some one says to a young 
person: “I knew your father; he was a great friend 
to me; if I can do anything for you, let me know.” 
David remembered his friend Jonathan by being 
kind to Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan. 


Independent Presbyterian Church 
Savannah . Georgia 


Rev. William T. Wing, Jr., Assistant Pastor of 
Independent Presbyterian Church, Savannah, Ga, 
has been endorsed by Savannah Presbytery as a 
candidate for Foreign Mission service. Mr. Wing 
hopes to go as a missionary to Mexico. 


Mr. Kirk Nesbut, a member of Independent Pres- 
byterian Church, Savannah, Ga., has been received 
under care of Savannah Presbytery as a candidate 
for the ministry. Mr. Nesbut will be graduated 
from Georgia Tech in June and will enter Columbia 
Theological Seminary in the Fall. 

| Wade H. Harrell, Stated Clerk. 


First Presbyterian Church 
| Shreveport, La. 
Rev. Allen H. Craft of New Iberia, La., has ac- 


cepted the invitation of the Session of the First 


Presbyterian Church of Shreveport, La., to serve 
as Assistant Pastor. Mr. Craft is expected to start 
his new work sometime in July. 

W. A. Alexander, Pastor. 
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Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For July 


July 18: Three Strikes And 
You Are Out 


In baseball it is three strikes and you are out, 
and it has ,come to a place in our economic life 
that about three more good sized strikes on a 
nation wide basis and our way of life is out in so 
far as effort to lead the peoples of the world into 
the democratic way of life. Every strike indicates 
a breakdown somewhere in our system, even though 


the fact that men can strike is a good indication — 


that we have a cherished freedom here that is un- 
known elsewhere. 


Every strike carries with it a large amount of 
suspicion, hatred and lost production. As members 
of the church we are not alone interested because 
of the production losses, but because of the losses 
in the relationship between men and men, for 
this is the area of our main interest. Not only is 
it our interest but it is the area in which we claim 
to have a transforming message. What is the 
message of the church for employers and em- 
ployees of industry? What should be the program 
of the church? As a whole our church has lost 
touch with the laboring man. We are a church 
composed largely of what is called the upper- 
middle class and up, and unless we regain touch 
with the working classes we are going to be out 
of the main movement of life and suffer loss as 


well as fail in our duty. Perhaps in the midst of , 
strikes and misunderstandings we have our great ' 


chance. What should be our message and program? 


. Facing The Issue 


Maybe we can see the answer to our question 
better with three concrete cases before us. Each 
of these happened within my own prsonal ex- 
et and knowledge and I know the men in- 
volved. 


No. 1: A mill was on strike. The workers in the 
mill were determined to get higher wages for 
their labor, but the management declared that 
costs and prices were such that they could not 
grant the raise. A ministerial friend of mine felt 


that the church should always take the side of 


labor, so he went to the mill site, walked in the 
picket line, and gathered the workers for a meet- 
ing. Mounting a stump he declared to the laborers 
that they were “following the greatest labor revo- 
lutionary the world had ever known and _ that 
every strike had the blessing of God and was 
drenched in the blood of the world’s greatest labor 
leader.”” The minister then proceeded to demand 
that the owners meet with the laborers and let 
him be referee. 


No. 2: One night a man who owned a large 
foundry received a call from a man who worked 
down in the shops of his foundry. He had a very 
insignificant position and was personally unknown 
to the owner of the foundry. He explained to the 
owner that his wife was suddenly striken and 
had to have an operation immediately, but that 


the hospital would not admit her because he did — 


not have the money in hand for the bill. The 
owner went down and paid the bill, letting the 
man pay it back in small payments out of his 
check. Later the foundry was on strike and that 
man came with a group to demand better treat- 
ment from the company. The owner singled out 
that man and asked him about the treatment he 
had received the night his wife was sick. The 
man answered: ‘“‘That has no bearing on this. That 
was personal, this is business.” 


_ And No. 3: A certain company that had mush- 
roomed up without any definite labor policies and 
which was not too fair in its treatment of em- 
ployees, had an all out strike. The owner made 
the remark, “I am paying them all I intend to ever 
pay them, and I am going to keep them out on 
strike until every one of them and their families 
are so hungry they come crawling back to me.” 


These three incidents illustrate this fact: every 
labor situation is shot through and through with 
the personal factors on both sides and the re- 
sponsibility of the church is to minister to these 
persons on both sides, not merely to fight for 
one side. Our Scripture lesson will point the way 
to the “thew.” 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Ephesians 2:1-10 - 6:5:9) 


1. What the Church Offers to Both Capital and 
Labor: Eph. 2:1-10. In the three incidents men- 
tioned above we see that a just solution was 
hardly possible because of the attitude of ill will 
on the part of laboring man, in one case, and on 
the part of the employer’ in the other. But the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is God’s gift that 
transforms men of ill will into men of good will, 
regardless of color or culture. 


2. The Christian Who Labors: Eph. 6:5-8. (a) 
Subjection to authority. Verse 5. (b) Sincerity. 
Verse 6. (c) Spiritually. Verses 8-9. The Christian 
who labors will keep an attitude of respect for his 


employer and carry out obediently all that he 


demands. He will not be a “clock watcher’ but 
will give a full day’s work for a full day’s pay. 
And all the time he will not be working to increase 
his pay envelope, but he will be working in order 
to please His Lord. 


3. The Christian Who Employs: Eph. 6:9. The 
Christian man who employs others must take the 
same attitude toward them that he expects them 
to have toward him. As he expects them to carry 
out honestly his wishes and look after his interests, 
he must honestly consider their wishes and look 
after their best interests. He must not threaten 
them, either physically or by economic measures, 
but must always respect them and consider them 
even as God does for he must answer to His 
Lord for the manner in which he treats them. 
He must follow out what we call ‘“‘the Golden 
Rule.” (Matthew 7:12). 


Most of us recognize that if capital and labor 
sat down together with the mutual attitudes of 
Ephesians 6:5-9 we could solve most of our diffi- 
culties, but men can’t sit down in the spirit of 
Ephesians 6:5-9 until they have hoth experienced 
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in a real and effective way Ephesians 2:1-10. The 
church’s job is not to referee after men have sat 
down to arbitrate, but our job is to reach men 
for Christ and do a thorough job of seeing that 
men created in Christ Jesus unto good works do 
those good works in all their relationships. 


Practical Steps 


In helping meet these problems the church 
should: 


1. Seek to reach all men for Christ, making a 
special effort to reach the laboring man. After all, 
the labor union movement was born as a by- 
product of the Wesley revivals among the coal 
miners of England. 


2. Seek to unite all classes of employers and 
— in a fellowship of worship, work, and 
study. 


3 Seek to educate all on attitudes and ‘re- 
sponsibilities within their own spheres of influ- 
ence. 


4. Seek to implant early in the minds of our 
young people that every man should contribute 
hard work that is socially helpful in order to have 
a good living and security, rather than seeking 
to live off the efforts of others or by speculation. 


Some look back and see how many of a former 
day were only half evangelized and made ready 
for heaven but not for living on earth, so they 
say that this method is too slow and will not work. 
They advocate the church lining up with organized 
movements to Christianize the social order. Since 
the key is personal and in the realm of good will, 
the church that does this ceases to be the church 
and becomes just another organized movement. 
The church can be compared to a doctor. I don’t 
want a doctor who is not interested in social 
and community health problems and has no ideas 
on what is needed, but when my appendix goes 
back I don’t want my doctor to tell me to forget 
it and come on with him to a community meeting 
nor do I want one who means well but has spent 


so much time at community work he has lost his ~ 


operating skill. If we stick to the Gospel and see 
that it really takes hold we are laying the foun- 
dation on which others can work. If we leave off 
the foundation and join the fun there is no one 
else who can build the foundation. 


Program Outline 


Call to Worship: Prov. 10:3-4; Rom. 12:9-11. 
Hymn—O Master Workman of the Race. 

Prayer. 
Introduction and Facing the Issue: By leader. _ 
Scripture Lesson: With comments of explanation. 
Practical Steps: Discuss, expand and apply. 
Hymn—O Master Let Me Walk With Thee. 
Benediction. 


— 


July 25: The White Fraction 
Introduction 


The problem of racism is one of the most diffi- 
cult yet most important problems facing us today, 


and we in the south are in a position to lead the | 
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way in solving the problem because of the pres. 
ence of so large a population of Negroes. 


But the solution to the problem is waiting while 
new and fresh problems are being created because 
of the errors in our approach to the whole matte; 
of race. Some people are scientifically correct yet 
socially and spiritually wrong in their approach, 
Others are spiritually correct yet scientifically and 


' / socially wrong. And still others are socially right 


; but are utterly ignorant of the scientific and 

| spiritual approach. We need to think our way 
very carefully through this problem in the light 
of real, hard facts and in the light of the Word 
of God, then humbly yet definitely and firmly 
begin to do some things that will help solve this 
problem of the relation between the races in our 
southland. Let’s follow through a ladder of scien- 
tific and Scriptural facts in order to get our feet 
firmly on the ground in the whole matter. 


/ Ladder Of Facts 


1. The human race is one. (a) Because God is 
Creator of all: Gen. 1:26-27. (b) Because all men 
have one blood: Acts 17:24-26. (c) Because we 
have all come from one ancestor: Gen. 3:20. (d) 
Because God respects all alike. Acts 10:34-35. 


No matter where you look on the face of the 
globe, no matter what color skin you may find, 
no matter what the cultural level may be, wher- 
ever you find men you find those who have been 
created by God, you find blood just like yours, 
you find possibilities of achievement just as great 
| as yours, and you find people whom God loves 
and respects. The human race is one race. 


2. There is no race that is superior, or inferior, 
or subject. We generally think of the origin of 


' the races from Genesis 9-18-19. Often Bible in- 
| terpreters will tell us that races came from the 


three sons of Noah and that those who came 
from Ham, the father Canaan, is a servile race 


and that black people are supposed to be a subject 
race. As a matter of fact there is no such thing 
as different races, rather we have here the three- 
fold division of one family group, and all the peo- 
ples of the earth have come from that one family 
group. None is superior to the other, none is to 
serve the other. We classify races today by color 
of skin, kind of hair, bodily structure, habits of 
life, but all of these are nothing save questions 
of sun, manner of life and environment. The hv- 
man race is one race and came from one family. 
Its outward differences are matters of history 
and environment only. 


3. The real division between different groups. 
of men came at Babel. 


Genesis 11:1-9. At Babel the men of earth 
sought to build a world without God, and be- 
cause of their rebellion God sent confusion among 
them. This confusion resulted in different lan- 
guages and the groups of men separated to live in 
groups having a common language. Thus separated 
by language environment time did the rest. But 
because they separated in rebellion against God 
they became suspicious of one another and ent- 
vious of one another. From time to time different 
groups fought one another for the necessities 0 
life. Ever since that day groups of people that 
are different—in language, color of skin, manner 
of life—have been afraid of one another, have 
misunderstood one another, have been envious of 
one another. Thus suspicion and hatred have 
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ruled in the relationship between groups that we 
call different races. 


4, The true understanding between races comes 
from the Spirit. Acts 2:1-8. When the Spirit of 
God came upon the first disciples at Pentecost, 
regenerating those who heard, we read that the 
disciples preached and men from every nation 
heard in their own tongues. Men had long between 
separated from one another and because of bar- 
riors of language did not understand one another, 
but when the Spirit came they understood in their 
own tongue. The hatred, suspicion and strife that 


separates groups and expresses itself in racial 


hatred and division can only be removed by the 
work of the Spirit of God in the human heart. 


5. Thus, in reality, there are only two races in 
the world—the human and the divine. I Corin- 
thians 15:45. In the Word of God we are taught 
that all men are in the human race because they 
have been born into a race started by Adam, and 
we are taught that all men are in the divine 
race when they are born again by faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ into that race begun by Christ 
when He rose from the dead and became the Last 
Adam. The human race is one in sin and condem- 
nation, thus is characterized by hatred and strife. 
But the divine race is also one in Christ and is 
characterized by love and sacrificial- service. 


Practical Course 


How then should we in the divine : race, the 
Christian Fellowship, act toward all those outside 
that race? 


1. We must seek to win them to faith in 
Christ and participation with us in the family of 
God: Matthew 28:16-20. 


2. We must always act toward them in love. 
Luke 11:25-28. This means that we must always 
be kind, gracious and loving in our personal 
contacts. But it also means that we must see they 
have equal opportunity with us, equal rights and 
equal opportunities to realize their supreme worth. 


Question 


Does this mean, for instance, that segregation 
must go? Remember that not all whites or blacks 
are Christian; therefore merely establishing segre- 
gation or removing it is not necessarily a Chris- 
tian act. Society must decide if it is wise or not 
in order to control the hatred, suspicions, and cul- 
tural differences between the races. 


What about it in the Christian fellowship? Re- 
member, that in the divine family there is neither 
male nor female, but we recognize certain natural 
differences that are trouble spots; therefore we 
have fellowship to a certain point and then we 
go no further because of danger to moral and 
social standards. 


Program Outline 


-Call to Worship: Psalm 67. 


Hymn: Dear Lord and Father of Mankind. 
Prayer. 
Leader’s Introduction. 


Steps to Understanding Race (let a different one 
present each step). 


Practical Course. 
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‘and. service. 


Discussion: (1) Must segregation go? (2) What 
can my group do to reach Negroes for Christ? 

Better understanding between our groups? 

Hymn: We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations. 

Benediction. 


Everybedy’s Obligation To 
Become Christian 
By Rev. C. O’N. Martindale, D.D. 


New Orleans, La. 


I. Our Prime Obligation is to Become Christians, 
in Church and World. We mean the Obligation to 
Know and to love and to obey (serve) the Lord 
Jesus Christ as our Divine human and anointed 
Saviour and Master of our lives with whomsoever 
living and working overtops every obligation we 
are under toward God or mankind. He saves men 
and women and children from the sins (evils) of 
their past and present and future lives. It is His 
province to deliver mankind and womanhood and 


_ childhood from every evil that possesses and ac- 


tivates human nature and its practices and pro- 
cesses, by virtue of His Atoning Death and Resur-— 
rection and the power of His Holy Spirit. 


II. Our second obligation is to make sure each 
and all of our loved ones and friends, and com- 
panions know and love and serve and esteem as 
early as possible, and as thoroughly as needs be, 
and without exception or doubt of the issue, above 
all at His full face value the Lord Jesus Christ as 
God and Man and our Saviour as set forth in His 
Living Word by His Holy Spirit. There He offers 
all Salvation from all their sins through definite 
surrender to and complete confidence in the Lord 
and Saviour of Sinners, God’s Anointed Son with 
the Spirit of Grace and Power from on high. We 
must be sure enough Christians, anointed of the 
Lord Himself, for His service to mankind: Active 
for Christ with those who are without Christ. 


III. Our third obligation is to be Christians trust- 


ing in and upon our Lord Jesus Christ and at work 


otherwise than already undertaken for Him at once 
with all we are and have or can be or do: Chris- 
tians in operation with and for Him, both alive 
and alert to learn of and to obey our Lord and 
Saviour in any way open to us or asked by Him of 
us. Learning all we can of Christ, and doing all we 
can for Him, by the help of His Holy Spirit. 


IV. Our fourth obligation is to be so truly and 
fully surrendered to Christ Jesus our Lord as to 
be real working (active and useful) Christians in 
the work of the Church and the world wherever the 
need of service is manifest, able to give a good ac- 
count of their Christian stewardship of possession 
There Christianity becomes note- 
worthy. They will work with and for any cause 
that is good and worthy, by the Grace of The 
Spirit of Christ. Appeal: Boy or Gorl, Man or 
Woman, have you given the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
supreme place, the first place in your life? Over 
Soul and Body all you are and have and hope for 
here and now and forever? This is the most impor- 
tant thing you ever did or can do. Think and act 
on these things now. Neglect not this: Your duty 
and your pleasure, it should be together. No excuse 
is valid that seeks to sidestep duty’s summons. Be- 
fore God and Man do your duty without delay. 
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A Modern Monster 


By Rev. Charles D. Whiteley, D.D. 
Albemarle, N. C. 


The young woman, who is one of the leaders 
in one of the uptown churches, approached us with 
a “winning” smile. Yes, that is the right word, for 
she was in the winning business. She was, on this 
occasion, selling ‘‘chances’’ on something to be 
“given to the person holding the lucky number.”’ 


We felt a great desire, and responsibility, to 
point out the real nature of such a sordid busi- 
ness, and did so with all the tact we possess. But 
our words fell on deaf ears. How could we hope 
to get her to see she was at that moment bearing 
the name of Christ, and at the same time promot- 
ing gambling, when her father and mother were set 
forth prominently almost weekly in the local press 
as participating in a game of chance for some kind 
of stake. And, too, her pastor as silent as death the 
year through on the subject, thus leaving the im- 
pression that it was all right. 


There is nothing more destructive of spirituality 
than gambling. Why is this so? For the same rea- 
son God said he would not hold a person guiltless 
who takes His name in vain. That which the ma- 
jority of people today call chance or luck was a 
vital part ot the ancient man’s religious faith. 
Stones, or inscribed tablets, were put into a vessel, 
and after prayer were shaken, then one or more, 
as the case demanded, was drawn. Sometimes they 
were cast from the vessel as dice. The matter 
Settled thus was accepted as the will of God. 
Hence, we have the weighty statement in Prov. 
16:35, “The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole 
disposing thereot is of the Lord.” See Josh. 14:2, 
18 :6—First Sam. 14:40-45; First Chron. 24:5; Acts 
1:15-26. 

There is no such thing as chance or luck with 
the child of God. The born again one knows that 
his heavenly Father does not deal with him on a 
hit and miss basis. He knows and accepts the 
statement about the sparrow. He knows that what- 
ever touches him must first come through the will 
of the Father, and since his highest desire is to be 
in the will of God he can give thanks for all things. 
Eph. 5:20. 


The Holy Spirit used the lot to determine who 
should be the successor to Judas in the apostolic 
circle. Now tor those who are supposed to look to 
the Father for all things to turn to chance or luck, 
using a form God has repeatedly used in making 
Himself and His will known to His people, and 
doing this without any thought of His direction 
is plainly a profanation. 


Also according to the laws of the land and 
the definition given in the dictionary any game of 
chance played for a stake, regardless of size, is 
gambling. It is an open secret that the leaders of 
many of our churches are guilty of this sin of 
gambling. The writer personally knows that Ne- 
groes have been arrested, tried and fined, for 
being in a game of dice where the stake was only 
a fraction of that being played for in a game of 
bridge participated in by ELDERS, DEACONS, 
AUXILIARY AND S.S. PERSONNEL. The same 
newspaper carrying the account of the conviction 
of the Negroes for gambling carried the account 
of the bridge party. And it was shamelessly por- 
trayed as a great affair, even telling who won and 
what. Such causes the unbeliever to blaspheme, 
and scorn the church our Lord purchased with His 
own blood upon the tree. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings — 

Bible Markers — Communion 
Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring For Clergymen 


Marking 111 
1837 Years Of Service 1948 
To The Church And Clergy 
als COX SONS & VINING, Iac. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


Let more voices be raised against this modern 
monster as it goes up and down the land destroy. 
ing the spirituality of millions. 


An Experience In 
Soulwinning 


It happened at Massannetta last summer. Several 
young people from a Virginia city were unable to 
find accommodations, and so we made room for 
them in our cottage. One of the boys was just 14, 
but he had, in many ways, the mind of an adult. 
He was exceedingly keen. I was amazed to dis- 
cover that he was an infidel. I was further amazed 
to discover that he had learned his infidelity from 
an unbelieving grandmother. He knew all the argu- 
ments. He doubted the miracles. He denied the 
necesity of a blood atonement. He called the doc- 
trine of the Trinity ‘‘a stupid idea.” 

Just at the close of the quiet hour one day I 
began a discussion with him that was to last for 
two hours. At the beginning of the discussion | 
determined that I was not going to argue with 
him. He loved to argue, and he wanted to argue, 
but I determined that my argument would simply 
be the use of the Word ot God. I just quoted 
Scripture. He became somewhat disgusted with 
me, but I continued to answer his every argu- 
ment, as best I could, with a quotation from the 
Book. it was one of the thrilling experiences of 
my life to see the ‘‘SSword of the Spirit’? work. He 
began to yield ground. His arguments began to 
weaxen. Finaiiy, at 0:00 P.M., he said simply: 
“Well, I’m convinced. I am ready to take Jesus 
Christ as my true Saviour.” Just at that moment 
a lad, coming back from the swimming pool, burst 
into g room, and our discussion had to come to 
an end. 


I was unable to retire for the night without 
having the matter settled, and so, just before 
retiring hour, I took him out to my car. We sat 
together in the front seat. Calling him by name, I 
said: “How about it?’’ He annswered: ‘i am still 
ready to take Christ as my Saviour.’”’ We bowed 
our heads and he prayed—a prayer of confession, 
of acceptance ot God’s gift of salvation and of 
surrender ot his heart and life to Christ. When 
the prayer was over, by the campus lights shining 
through the windshield, I could see the tears run- 
ning like rain drops down his face. I[ said some- 
thing, but there was no answer. Then in a mo- 
ment, with a choking voice he answered: “I’m just 
too happy to say very much just now.’”’ Then in 
another moment he went on: “I’ve been coming 
here to Massanetta for four years, and I’ve known 
every year that I was not a Christian, but its all 
ditrerent now. As long as I live I’ll remember this 
night when I accepted Jesus Christ.”’ 


The experience has connvinced me of the in- 
significance of the human instrument, and the 
power of the Word when accompanied by the 
Holy Spirit. 
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This Question Of Worldliness 


By Rev. Edward B. Cooper 
| Washington, Ga. 


|. believe that in a sense the Christian Church 
today may be sad to be standing at the crossroads. 
The church of Christ is composed of those who 
profess to love Him and serve Him, and yet within 
the confines of her membership may be found 
Christians of varying degrees of consecration. How 
much do we love the Lord Jesus? To be sure, it 
is not my prerogative to judge vou and your Chris- 
tian experience, but I cannot help but observe your 
life, and you cannot fail to take into consideration 
my conduct. While it is true that in the final 
analysis we are responsible to God for the lives we 


* jive on earth, yet we dare not overlook the fact 


that our lives will either adorn the holy gospel we 
profess, or they will bring reproach upon the 
precious name of Jesus. | 


The prophets Isaiah and Ezekiel faced a spiritual 


situation somewhat akin to that which confronts 


the messengers of God’s Word today. The nation 
was at a low spiritual ebb, the organized church 
was in an even worse condition, and there were 
very few professing Christians who wanted, much 
less cared, to hear what God had to say about the 
situation. Indeed their formalism had gone so far 
that the Lord reminded Ezekiel of what he already 
knew only too well, ‘“‘They come unto thee as the 
people cometh, and they sit before thee as my peo- 
ple and they hear thy words, but they will not do 
them, . . . And lo, thou art unto them as a very 
lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and 
can play well on an instrument; for thev hear thy 
words, but they do them not.” (Ezekiel 33:31, 32). 


But what was God’s message to His prophets? 
Did He tell them to give up, to sit back, and take 
it easy? No! He told them to continue their firm 
stand for the right, and to live before men as 
God’s people have always been commanded to live, 
and to remain steadfast in the face of an ever- 
increasing tide of wickedness and sin. ‘For the 
Lord God will help me; therefore shall I not be 
confounded: therefore have I set my face like a 
flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.” 
(Isaiah 50:7) ‘‘Behold, I have made thy face strong 
against their faces, and thy forehead strong against 
their foreheads. As an adamant harder than flint 
have I made thy forehead.” (Ezekiel 3:8-9). That, 
I believe, is God’s message to His church this hour. 


1. The Situation. The Christian Church today has 
more members on its rolls than it has ever had be- 
fore. Our Southern Presbyterian Church last 
year (1947) reported the greatest gain in the 
percentage of members added in ar~ vear of its his- 
tory. Yet as I talk to ministers and laymen my 
heart becomes burdened as I am forced to the 
conclusion that the Christian Church at large 
is not becoming more spiritual. Rather, it would 
seem to me that worldliness has gained a much 
larger and tighter hold upon our churches ihan 
most of us realize and would want to admit. The 
result is that we pride ourselves upon our efficient 
organization, our beautiful church buildings, and 
our rich heritage, and fail to see that this is a 
mask which covers a deep, underlying fault. As 
John said of the Laodicean Church, so it may be 
said of the church today: “‘Thou sayest, I am rich 
and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; 


and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miser- 
o:17) and poor, and blind, and naked.”’ (Revelation 


While we have been commanded by God to come 
out from the world and be separate, many of us 
bear so striking a resemblance to unbelievers about 
us that it is very difficult to detect any difference 
at all. Oh, we come to church, if not every Sun- 
day, quite frequently, we read the Bible once in a 
while, and at least go through the form of prayer, 
but actually our lives, when we get right down to 
brass tacks, belie our profession. If Christians en- 
gage in exactly the same pleasures as the world, 
how are our non-Christian friends to know that 
we are “called out ones,” saints? 


Generally, we Christians are afraid to stand for 
what we know is right. What kind of a life do we 
live before our fellow men? Do they admire us 
because as Christians we have the backbone to do 
the right, or do they say behind our backs, ‘“‘There’s 
another one of those spineless creatures!” 


I believe that down in your hearts you will have 
to agree with me that all too many church mem- 
bers are doing things that they have no right 
doing if they expect to please God. More often 
than we realize, our conduct places a stumbling- 
block before that person we are hoping and pray- 
ing would become interested in the church and 
Sunday School. The desire to be called a “good 
fellow” and a “good mixer” or “the life of the 
pane often nullfies what Christian testimony we 
ave. 


II. What Could Be Done. If the church of Jesus 
Christ is to make an impact on the world her mem- 
bership must determine to put God first in their 
lives, and His interest in the paramount posi'ion 
The courting of sinful pleasure, and the continual 
indulgence in those practces, which while they may 
not actually be sinful in themselves are »ften 
stumbling-blocks in the way of others, must be laid 
aside. Will it be Christ or self? How much does 
the church really mean to you? 


Our church at the present time is considering the 
question of withdrawal from the Federal Council 
of Churches of Christ in America. Many of us 
decry the lamentable condition of the council which 
seems to defy all pleas ior reform in the feias 
of doctrinal and ethical standards. The Council’s 
Commission on Religion and Health has been very 
backward on the alcohol question, but has recently 
come out with its first nociceable move in a decade 
of slumber with the pamphlet, “Its Up to You.” 
There is not a trace of real scholarship in the 
article concerning the subject, yet its author, Mr. 
Seward Hiltner, aciually leads a seminar for min- 
isters at the Yale Divinity School. He draws up a 
reading list for further study, and believe it or not, 
recommends the most offensive propaganda which 
liquordom has pu. out in recent times, nameiy, 
“Old Judge’’ advertisements in the daily press, the 
thir'een page article in the May 27, 1945 issue of 
Life which as the writer insisted gave liquor, ‘‘a 
c.ear bili Oi neaivn,’ and “Frankling Speaking,” a 
publication of the Women’s Division of the Ailied 
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Liquor Industries. Dr. Frank Brown, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Dallas, Texas, the 
largest church in our denomination with 3,700 
members, speaking at Montreat last year declared 
that ‘ithe social drink” is one of the greatest 
dangers and hindrances to Christianity today, and 
one which is fast destroying the testimony of many 
professing believers. 


In ancient Venice there was a law which forbade 
the erection of a monument in the public street to 
a person who had sacrificed for the good of the 
state. The reason for this was that all Venetians 
were supposed to be filled with loyalty. That meant 
that the erection of such a monument would be a 
reflection upon all others who were equally ready 
to sacrifice themselves for the good of the state 
should opportunity arise. On the other hand it was 
held that treason and disloyalty must be so rare 
that only those who were guilty of it should have 
publicity. For them there were erected in public 
places what were known as “stones of infamy”’ 
recording the names of those who had betrayed 
their city and their state. It is reported that 
very few of these stones were erected. 


There is sound sense here peculiarly applicable 
to spiritual conditions in our churches. Should not 
loyalty be the normal attitude of the Christian? 
If we thought clearly about the matter, perhaps 
loyalty should not call for any special praise. We 
ought rather to take note of those who have 
failed to devotedly follow Christ, and make them 
feel that their failure reflects dishonor upon His 
holy name. 


Ill. What Are You Going To Do? What are you 
going to do the next time you are placed in a com- 
promising situation? Will you take that drink or 
pass it by for the sake of Christ and His church? 
Will you refuse the next time to go to that place 
where you know a Christan should not be found? 
Will you think twice before you participate in those 
activities which while they may not harm you per- 
sonally might keep someone else from beholding 
Christ in your life? 


You could laugh at such things and endeavor 
to banish the thought from your mind, but would 
you have a clear conscience? You could think 
about these matters which vou have not even 
questioned before, and endeavor to envaluate 
your conduct in the light of God’s Word, or you 
could do nothing about them whatever, but is that 
right? You could “pass the buck” to your friend, 
but what would God think of you? OR You can 
resolve to take a stand which may be unpopular, 
which may cost you a friend or so and which may 
be difficult, but a stand which will clear your con- 
science before God. You Can Set Your Face Like A 
Flint. You can stop that which is damaging your 
a testimony, and the testimony of Christ’s 
church. 


_Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, the famous evangelist, 
= this with regard to these so-called “indifferent 
things’’: 


“The rule that governs my life is this—any- 
thing that dims my vision of Christ, or takes 
away my taste for Bible study, or cramps my 
prayer life, or makes my Christian work diffi- 
cult, is wrong for me, and I must as a Chris- 
tian turn away from it.’’ 


May God he!p each one of us to resolve this day 
to set his face like a flint in the presence of 
compromising situations and sinful pleasure. 


A Wise And Happy Investment 


For the past 35 years many kind and thoughtf! 
friends have contributed to the Vacation Fund fo 
Ministers of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. 


In 1913 two Ruling Elders and a Ministey 
launched a movement to help provide some needed 
rest for the faithful laborers who were serving oy; 
Church in the ministry. Their efforts continued 
and others joined in the work. All have recognized 
the value and the joy of what has been done. Many 
who were not able to enjoy a vacation have re. 
ceived financial help which has enabled them to 
secure needed rest, recreation, fellowship and 
spiritual refreshment. | 


At this time the four Executive Committees of 
the General Assembly direct this Vacation Fund. 
They also own the building which is called Geneva 
Hall at Montreat, N. C. Suitable arrangements are 
made also for entertainment of guests at West- 
minster Encampment, Kerrville, Tex., and Massap- 
etta Springs, Harrisonburg, Va. 


The Board of Managers of the Vacation Fund 
and Geneva Hall elected by the Executive Com- 
mittees of the Assembly are: C. Darby Fulton, 
Homer McMillan, Edward D. Grant and Henry H. 
Sweets. The Housekeeper and Hostess of Geneva 
Hall is Mrs. Cecile Woods Coit, and the Treasurer 
is Mrs. Ira D. Holt, Montreat, N. C. © 


Careful investigation is made of the need 
throughout the Church and the Vacation Fund is 
used to help those who otherwise could not receive 
the benefits of a change of climate, fellowship 
and recreation. 


The hearts of the managers have been greatly 
refreshed because of the deep interest shown by 
friends who contribute to this Fund. So many of 
them speak of the satisfaction that comes to them 
as they bring joy and helpfulness to the faithful 
servants of Christ who are making a real sacri- 
fice that the work of our Church may go forward. 


Do you want some part in this refreshing work? 
We hope you will enter this fellowship of minis- 
tering to these servants of Christ who have served 
so well. Your early gift will enable the Fund to 
know how many invitations can be extended for 
this summer. 


Henry H. Sweets, Chairman Board of Man- 
agers, Vacation Fund of Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. 410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


A SERIOUS CALL TO A DEVOUT 
AND HOLY LIFE 


By William Law. Published by the Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $2.00. 


The Westminster Press has given us a reprint 
of one of the classics of Christendom. This book 
presents an accurate picture of typical elighteenth 


’ecentury church members. It is a remarkable fact 


that many of these people painted by William Law 
resemble members of our own congregation. This 
hook is a reminder to us that our generation is 
not the only superficial generation in the history 
oi: the Christian Church. 
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William Law believed that the answer to the 


| disturbing mediocrity of the Church is to be 


found in a serious call to a devout and holy life. 


- His answer is, “And if you will stop here and ask 


yourself why you are not as pious as the primi- 


tive Christians were, your own heart will tell you 
that it is neither through ignorance nor inability, 


but purely because you never thoroughly intended 
it.” Law felt it his duty to point out to the pro- 
fessing Christians of his day that they could never 
progress in the Christian life unless they made up 
their minds to do so. This principle obtains in 
every age. We know that Law is right. His book is 
a tonic that we need to effectively combat nominal 
and indifferent Christianity. It is a book essentially 
for professing Christians rather than unbelievers. 
It is an honest plea for professing Christians to 
take seriously the implications of the Creed to 
which they subscribe. We would like to see this 
book in the library of every home in our Church. 
It would certainly help to counteract the corroding 
worldiness in the lives of Church members. 
—John R. Richardson. 


NO TRUMPET BEFORE HIM 


By Nelia Gardner White. Published by The 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $3.00. 


“No Trumpet Before Him” is a_ story which 
brings together a number of wilful and selfish 
church members. Because their young pastor en- 
deavors to show them their faults and to live 
before them a consistent Christian life, he is con- 
sidered a misfit. Too, his wife is a stumbling block 
to him which leaves him without the affection 
and cooperation which he so sorely needs. 


As the novel proceeds to its close each character 
and his problem is brought to a climax. Nothing 
seems to be satisfactorily solved. Some change 
their environment, others “‘turn over a new leaf.” 
This is a perfect picture of the inadequacy of the 
social gospel recommended by modernists. 


Because so well written this novel won the 
$8,000 Westminster Annual Award for Fiction. 
Many would like to own and read “The Trumpet 
Before Him” for this reason. However, it may be 
disappointing to the mature Christian, and possibly 
misleading to the immature. Ministers and _ their 
Wives just starting life together might find it a 
helpful warning. —Mrs. John R. Richardson. 


BASIC QUESTIONS ABOUT 
| THE BIBLE 


By Leonard Greenway, Th.D. Published by 
The Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $1.25. | | 


Dr. Greenway is one of the leading ministers 
of the Christian Reformed Church. Christendom 
owes a tremendous debt of gratitude to the Chris- 
tian Reformed Church and the Missouri Synod of 
the Lutheran Church for their strict adherence 
to the Reformation doctrine of Scripture. 


This book was written to serve as a Bible study 
text book for young people. He has learned by 
experience that our young people need to be better 
informed about the doctrine of Inspiration. He 
discusses such questions as “Does It Matter Wheth- 
er the Bible Is True?”, “Do We Know That the 
Bible Is True?’”, “Is -The Bible An Inspired 
Book?”’, “Are There Errors In The Bible?’ “Is 
The Bible Morally Imperfect?” 
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Dr. Greenway maintains the position of our 
Church that the chief proof that the Bible is true 
is in the witness of the Holy Spirit. He writes, 
“Without this witness we are unable to be con- 
vinced by any other evidence. The witness of the 
Spirit is the witness of God to us... This witness 
is part of the saving work of the Holy Spirit on 
the sinner. The spiritual blindness caused by sin 
is removed so that the child of God clearly sees 
the marks of God’s hand in the Bible. Until this 
blindness is removed the sinner can not see these 
marks. The Bible bears in itself the evidences of 
its Divine origin, but we must have the eyes of 
faith to see them. A person’s doubt or disbelief 
that the Bible is true is not caused by deficiency 
in the Bible itself. It is caused, rather, by a de- 
ficiency in the person.” 


In a day when there is so much muddy thinking 
on the Biblical doctrine of Inspiration this book 
is a fine contribution to evangelical Christianity. 

— John R. Richardson. 


HOW MODERN IS THE FEDERAL 
COUNCIL? 


By J. Elwin Wright, L1.D. Published by The Fel- 
lowship Press, 9 Park Street, Boston, Mass. Price 


The charge of modernism against the leaders 
of the Federal Council has been challenged from 
time to time. Dr. Wright has sought to ascertain 
the facts in the case and this booklet is an analysis 
of the doctrinal position of the leaders of the 
Federal Council. He sent a questionnaire to the 
officials of the Council and made an honest effort 
to conduct a fair investigation. Letters went to the 
top 24 officials and department heads of the Fed- 
eral Council by registered mail to avoid any ele- 
ment of doubt about the actual delivery of the 
letters. Of these 24 men only 1 replied affirminz 
his faith in the Deity of Christ and the other 
doctrines included in the questionnaire. The oth- 
ers answered evasively, questioning the right of 
investigation and either admitted that they did 
not believe the doctrines or failed to reply at all. 


We believe that Dr. Wright has rendered the 
Church a fine service in his research. It will 
certainly be difficult for advocates of the Fed- 
eral Council to successfully refute his conclusions. 
It would seem that since there is so much criticism 
concerning the leadership of the Federal Council 
that the leaders of this organization would have 
seized the opportunity to state their beliefs with- 
out reservation. —John R. Richardson. 
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CALVIN’S COMMENTARY ON HEBREWS 
CALVIN’S COMMENTARY ON ISAIAH 


Volumes I and II 


Published by William B. Eerdmans’ Publishing 
Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.50 per 
volume. 


The commentaries of Calvin do not require 
commendation. They have stood the test of time 
and the popular demand for them in our day 
attests to their permanent worth. 


Calvin published his ‘‘Commentary On Hebrews” 
in 1549. This work is therefore approximately 
four hundred years old. It is remarkable that a 
work of this age should’ be in such demand by 
modern scholars. This fact indicates that Calvin 
wrote not just for his day but unborn generations. 
The explanation of this is to be found not merely 
in Calvin’s phenomenal genius but rather in 
that he was supremely a Biblical theologian. 


To appreciate this work one should place it be- 
side modern commentaries and it will be quickly 
observed that Calvin is still the master of exegetes. 
Calvin exhibits here not only exegetical skill, but 


a warm heart entirely devoted to the exaltation of 


Jesus Christ. 


All Christians who are interested in the priest- 
hood of Christ and the meaning of His sacrifice 
on Calvary should own this volume. We need this 
work to remind us again of the priestly and Aton- 
ing work of our Lord for our salvation. 


The two volumes on Isaiah contain introductions 
by Dr. Edward J. Young, Professor of Old Testa- 
ment Literature in Westminster Theological Semi- 
nary. Dr. Young reminds us that the material 
in these two volumes was first delivered in lec- 
tures by Calvin and taken down by scribes. We 
concur’ in Dr. Young’s view that ‘“‘When the 
reader takes Calvin’s Commentary in hand he may 
be sure that he has a safe and trustworthy guide 
to the proper understanding of Isaiah’s message. 
Such a guide is needed today perhaps more than 
ever before since at the present time the prophecy 
of Isaiah is the object of much destructive critical 
study.” 


Dr. Young with true insight remarks, ‘“‘Calvin’s 
Commentaries are also written from the stand- 
point of one who believes that the Bible presents 
a system of truth. To Calvin the Bible was not 
a collection of discordant, inharmonious, jumbled 


fragments written by authors living many years. 


apart and presenting conflicting viewpoints about 
God and man. To him it was the Word of the 
living and true God. Hence, in expounding Scrip- 
ture Calvin has ever in mind ‘the consent of all 
the parts.’ He interprets Isaiah in the light of the 
remainder of God’s written revelation and hence 
does not introduce into his work those vagaries 
and fancies which characterize so much of modern 
exegesis.”’ 


The reader of these commentaries will be im- 
pressed by the practical nature of Calvin’s expo- 
sitions. Calvin applies the profoundest truths of 
the Christian faith to the Christian life. He never 
fails to show that God has joined doctrine and 
ethics together and no man should rend them 
asunder. 


Dr. Joseph Addison Alexander was not indulg- 
ing in exaggeration when he wrote, “Calvin still 


towers above all interpreters in large commanding 
view of Revelation in its whole connection, with 
extraordinary insight into the logical relation; 
of a passage, even where its individual expressions 
were not fully understood. These qualities, po. 
gether with his fixed beliefs of fundamen’) 
doctrines, his eminent soundness of judgment, an] 
his freedom from all tendency to paradox, pp. 
dantie affectation, or fanciful conceit, place hin 
more completely on a level with the best intepret. 
ers of our day than almost any interveninz writer,” 


These Commentaries should be in the library 
of every educated Christian minister. They rep. 
resent the fruits of Calvin’s mature judgment 
while he was in the full vigor of his age. 

—John R. Richardson. 


— 


Does The Bible Contradict Itself? By William 
Arndt, Ph.D. Published by The Concordia Publish. 
ing House, St. Louis 18, Mo. Price $1.10. All Bible. 
believing Christians should give a warm welcome 
to these three small volumes. Although written 
by Lutheran theologians they should appeal to all 
who embrace the Reformed Faith. Each one is a 
scholarly presentation of various aspects of the 
doctrine of Verbal Inspiration. The authors write 
without ambiguity or confusion. They have per- 
formed a valuable service to the Protestant Church. 


Every Christian believer will have his faith en- 


couraged and strengthened if he reads these books, 
and should unbelievers read them they will be 
compelled to see that the Christian faith rests on 
an impregnable foundation. 


We are reminded in these three books that all 
the articles of the Christian faith are dependent 
upon the objective certainty of the Word of God. 
Dr. Ketzmann writes: “In this respect the doctrine 
of the Inspiration of the Bible is foundational for 
our entire corpus doctrinae. If Christians in gen- 
eral and particularly Christian theologians, preach- 
ers and teachers can not be sure of the matters 
which they present in their teaching, then the 
Bible will cease to be the one form of doctrine 
and rule of life and Christianity will cease to be 
the one absolute religion.”’ 


The author further points out that the systematic 
effort to discredit the doctrine of Inspiration which 
began in Germany during the latter half of the 
last century has gained in boldness in America 
during the past decades to such an extent that 
practically every denomination is infested with 
men who either deny the truth of Inspiration or 
they are teaching a form of inspiration which is 
so modified as to no longer resemble the clear 
truth which for centuries has been both the foun- 
dation and bulwark of the Church. Dr. Ketzmann 
does not rely upon subjective abstractions to but- 
tress his position, but relies chiefly upon having 
the Word of God to speak for itself. He makes it 
plain that it is impossible for us to deny the Divine 
Inspiration of the Bible and yet to proclaim it the 
greatest Book ever written. For it is either accord- 
ing to its own claims the verbally inspired oracles 
of God, or it is a collection of doubtful writings 
—— can not possibly have any real religious 
value. 


From time to time we have had requests from 
parents to recommend books for young people who 
are having difficulties on this subject in college. 
We can heartily recommend these three volumes 
for this purpose without reservation. 


—John R. Richardson. 
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PAX CHRISTI 


By Albert D. Belden. Published by The Brethren 
Publishing House, Elgin, Ill. Price $2.00. 


Dr. Belden is a Congregational minister who 
has spent much time lecturing in the interest of 
pacifism. He is devoted to the cause of peace and 
writes With a note of sincerity. 


Few have been able to state the pacifist position 
with the clarity of Dr. Belden. Regardless of our 
personal views we must admire one who can 
state his position in a luminous manner. AIl- 
though we agree with the author that the Church 


-should be conscious of the fact that Christ has laid 


upon her the ministry of reconciliation we differ 
with him in his extreme pacifist views. We prefer 
the teaching of our Confession of Faith which 
affirms, ‘‘God, the Supreme Lord and King of all 
the world, hath ordained civil magistrates to be 
under Him, over the people, for His own glory and 
the public good, and to this. end hath armed them 
with the power of the sword, for the defense and 
encouragement of them that are good and for the 
punishment of evil doers.”—John R. Richardson. 


= 


OLD TESTAMEN T PROPHECY 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. Published by The 
Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, 
Pa. Price $2.50. 


A group of students in one of our theological 


seminaries recently went on record as affirming 


that one of their teachers told his class that “‘The 
Old Testament prophets knew nothing of the per- 
sn and work of Jesus Christ. There is not a verse 
in the Old Testament which you can point to and 
say that it refers to Jesus Christ.’’ Fortunately in 
this case the students had more intelligence than 
the professor. Should anyone be inclined to take 
this statement of the professor seriously we would 
like to reeommend to him this book by one of the 
leading Old Testament scholars in America. This 
book introduces‘the reader to the principal 
Messianic prophecies of the Old Testament. These 
84 studies are divided into portions not requiring 
more than twenty minutes of daily study. Each 
lesson contains both comments and questions. The 
questions will inspire the student to do his own 
Bible study. 


The author follows the conservative position 
taken by such Old Testament authorities as Hengs- 
tenberg, Greene, and Wilson. The series of studies 
outlined here would make a profitable course for 
either young people’s or adult Bible classes. 

—John R. Richardson. 


= 


Who Am I? By John B. Walthour. Published 
by The Macmillan Company, New York, N. Y. Price 
$2.00. A series of Bible quizzes originally given in 
addresses to cadets at Westpoint. The talks are 
original, animated, and interesting. Such a work 
will add new interest to Bible classes and should be 
helpful to chaplains in their ministry. 


The Foundations Must Stand. By P. E. Ketz- 
mann, Ph.D. Published by The Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis 18, Mo. Price 80c. 


Bible Difficulties. By William Arndt, Ph.D. Pub- 
lished by The Concordia Publishing House, St. 
Louis 18, Mo. Price $1.10. 


 Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 
July 1948 


July 1-4: Young Adult Conference, 
opens June 30, evening). 


July 6-15: Leadership School, Montreat. 


July 21 - 27: Woman’s Auxiliary Training School, 
Montreat. 


Montreat 


Circle Topic: The Message of the Historical Books. 


Bible reading for the month: I and II Chronicles, 
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. 


Emphasis for the month: Young Adult Work. 


Auxiliary Topic: Keeping a Proper Balance in the 
Home. 


If vacationing at home, make time to read 
a book that has long been pushed aside. Look over 
book reviews in this paper and also in Presbyterian 
Women. 


Bibles For All The World 


The American Bible Society reports a distribu- 
tion of 9,310,439 copies of the Scriptures in 167 
different languages during 1947. Calls for Scrip- 
tures in this country reached a total of 4,020,683 
copies while 5,289,756 volumes were used in its 
work abroad. 


The response from individuals to the Society’s 
program of Worldwide Bible Reading, observed 
from Thanksgiving to Christmas, exceeded by 
more than sixty per cent that of any previous 
year. The Society reports an increasing interest 
in the use of the Bible as shown by the volume 
of requests it received for over 900,000 of its 
complete list of daily Bible readings for 1948. 


For the first time since the end of the war the 
Society functioned directly from the headquar- 
ters of its twelve foreign agencies. “The total 
distribution in China was spectacular, in spite 
of colossal hindrances resulting from transpor- 
tation, inflation, civil war and the lack of books 
and colporteurs.’”’ The sales of Scriptures over the 


-eounter of the Bible House in Shanghai were so 


phenomenal the Society feels there is no single 
counter in the world over which so many Bibles 
and Testaments passed last year. 


The Society’s Bible House in.Manila, destroyed 
during the war, was entirely restored and a volume 
of Scripture distribution twice as great could have 
been done, had the books been available. The 
Society sent from this country, during the year, 
enough Bibles in two of the Philippine dialects 
most widely used, to last for three years, accord- 
ing to the plans of the Secretary of that country. 
They are already gone and the demand continues. 


The American Bible Society plans to fill 7,- 
856,000 of the requests on hand for Scriptures 
that have been received from fifteen countries. 
The cost for the books, it is estimated, will be 
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$2,010,700. The Bible Society has organized a 
campaign for 500,000 new members that these 
gifts might be used to meet the increasing calls 
of Scriptures from countries, affected by the war, 
that are not usually served by the Society. Won’t 
you become an “active member” by sending $5.00 
to the American Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, N.Y., or a “service member” by 
sending $10.00? : 


Wings For The Soul 


Negro Joe 


A Negro died not long ago in Ohio. He had a 
shoe-shining stand in a store, and there he had 
worked for twenty-six years, without ever taking 
a holiday. Apparently he had a good education, 
and it is said that the famous Booker T. Wash- 
ington once tried to persuade him to become his 
private secretary. But he refused that and every 
other offer to leave his stand, and never did he 
explain why. 


After his 
Beside him, 


death the situation was revealed. 


as he worked, there were always > 


ten young Negroes. Every one of them was at- — 


tending school. Some were in high school, some | 


in college, a few in night school. The stand could 


have been conducted with a smaller working force, © 


but it was constantly maintained at that number. 
Joe had figured it out that the earnings of the 
stand would pay the school bills of ten boys at a 
time. For more than a quarter of a century this 
unknown, unsung colored man did just that—keep 
ten boys in school. His business had no other 
purpose. 


Yet there are those who insist now and then 
that this world is a selfish, heartless place! 
—Selected. 


i. 


“T Voted To Close The Church” 


Last Sunday I yoted to close the church; not 
intentionally, nor maliciously; but carelessly 
thoughtlessly, lazily, indifferently, I voted. I voted 
to close its doors that its witness and its testi- 
mony might be stopped. I voted to close the open 
Bible on its pulpit—the Bible that had been 
given us by years of struggle and by the blood 
of martyrs who died that we might have it to 
read. I voted for our minister to stop preaching 
the glorious truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
I voted that the children of the Sunday school no. 
longer be taught the stories of the Bible and no 
longer lift their tiny voices in singing, 


‘Jesus loves me, this I know, 
For the Bible tells me so.” 


I voted for the voice of the choir and of the 
congregation to be stilled, and that they no longer 
sing in united praise, 


“All hail the power of Jesus’ name, 
Let angels prostrate fall; 

Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all.” 


I voted for every missionary of the church to 
be called home, every native worker supported by 
the church to stop preaching, every hospital, every 
school and every dispensary in its foreign mis- 
sionary fields to close. I voted that its colleges 
close their doors and no longer bother to train 


its youth for Christian service. I voted for even 
home missionary project to be abandoned, every 
influence for good and right and for truth jy 


our community to be curtailed and finally stopped 


I voted for the darkness of superstition, the de. 
grading influence of sin, the blight of ignorane 
and the curse of selfish greed once again to settle 
their damning load on the shoulders of an 4). 
ready overburdened world. 


I voted all this, I say, and more, too—things 
that the human mind cannot grasp and the hy. 
man mind cannot find words to express. Careless. 
ly, thoughtlessly, lazily, indifferently, I voted, 


For, you see, I could have gone and I should 
have gone, but I didn’t. I stayed away from 
church last Sunday. 3 


—wWritten by a pastor who was 
troubled over absentees. 


Church News 


The Austin Presbyterian 


Theological Seminary 


The end of Austin Seminary’s school year was 
marked this year by three addresses and a Con- 
munion service. The Baccalaureate service was 
held on Sunday morning, May 16, and the annual 
Missionary Address on Sunday night. Dr. H. M. 
Washburn, who has recently completed thirty-six 


years of service as a missionary to the Belgian 


Congo, was preacher for both services. He is a 
native of Kentucky, a graduate of Berea College 
and Louisville Seminary, from which he went in- 


. mediately to Africa. He is the father of William 


C. Washburn, a graduating senior. 


The Commencement service was held on Wednes- 
day night, May 19, at which Dr. Hugh E. Brad- 
shaw of Duncan, Oklahoma, was the_ speaker. 
Dr. Bradshaw is a native of Texas, a graduate of 
Daniel Baker College and Louisville Seminary, 
and he holds a Th.M. from Princeton Seminary. 
He has held pastorates in Kentucky, Louisiana, 
and Oklahoma. Seven seniors received B.D. de 
grees at this service: Joseph Robert Durway, James 
EK. Fogartie, C. Rogers McLane, Leonard Swinney, 
C.. Rodney Sunday, Edwin C. Walthall, and Wil- 
liam C. Washburn. The Seminary Chorus sang at 
each of these three services. | 


A fourth service was the Student Body Con- 
munion Service held in the morning before the 
evening Commencement address. This was the last 
service, with the exception of the Commencement 
address, in which the Seminary Student Body and 
and Faculty met together for worship. 


The Southern Radio - Music | 
And Bible Conference 


The Southern Radio, Music and Bible Confer- 
ence, founded by the internationally known Chris 
tian manufacturer and philanthropist, Mr. R. © 
LeTourneau, will hold its third annual conference 
at the Lake Louise Hotel and Conference Grounds, 
Toccoa, Ga., July 24th through 31st, it has beet 


announced by Elliott N. Lindblad, Director. 
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This conference is given over to religious in- 
str 


Homer A. Hammontree of Chicago, IIl., and Paul 
Beckwith of Michigan. Radio will be supervised by 
Virgle E. Craig, Manager of Radio Stations WRLC- 
AM and WLET-FM, Toccoa, Ga. Bible teachers and 


inspirational speakers will include: Donald F. Ack- 


land of London, England; Herbert Lockyer, for- 


'merly of Liverpool, England; Wm. L. Pettingill, 
'of New York and Delaware; Albert Sidney John- 
‘son, of Charlotte, N. C.; and William R. Nordos, 


of Worcester, Mass. Jimmy Strickland, of Win- 
' ston-Salem, N. C., will be Recreational Director, and 
‘Mrs. Homer Burgess and Mrs. Ted Schulse, of 
Toccoa Falls Bible College, Toccoa Falls, 


Ga., 


‘will be in charge of Child Evangelism and the 


Nursery. 


Presbytery Of Southwest 
Georgia 


The Presbytery of Southwest Georgia will meet 


in the Summer Adjourned Session in Adel, Ga., on 
» July 12, 1948, at 10:00 A.M. 


 sema. Published by William B. Eerdmans’ Publish- 


John W. Good, Stated Clerk. 
Jesus In The Midst. By Professor Herman Hoek- 


ing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. 
A series of sermons on the passion of our Lord. A 
brief interpretation on the sufferings of Christ 
from the viewpoint of Calvary itself. A volume that 
would be helpful in preparing for communion serv- 
ices. 


The Practice Of Godliness. By Abraham Kuyper. 
Published by William B. Eerdmans’s Publishing 
Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, $1.50. One 
of Dr. Kuyper’s finest works. It is filled with 


_ insight into the character of the mystical union of 
. Christ and the believer. This English edition should 


- prove a comfort and help to many Christians. 


The Christ Of The Gospels. By J. W. Shepard, 


Th.D. Published by William B. Eerdmans’ Publish- 


ing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price. $5.00. 


| A crystallization of the specialized study and in- 


struction of this author in the field of New Testa- 
ment teaching covering a period of more than 


thirty-five years during which he has been Pro- 


fessor of New Testament interpretation and Greek 
in theological seminaries. The author uses the 
grammatiéal-historical method. He is a Baptist and 
the particular views of his denomination are in 


evidence, especially as related to baptism. The 


author is true to the Christian faith and accepts 
the supernatural without reservation. The general 
reader will benefit by this work as well as special- 
ists in this field. 


Commentary On The Harmony Of The Gospels. 
By Charles P. Roney, D.D., Published by William 
B. Eerdmans’ Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $7.50. A detailed commentary on the 
Gospels that is the fruit of a life and of research 
and of long experience in the writing of practical 
aids to Bible study. Many of the author’s interpre- 
tations will prove to be a real boon to all serious 
minded students of the Bible. This work is an 
addition to harmonistic literature. 


Sweet Singer Of Israel. By Max I. Reich. Pub- 


| lished by The Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, 


uction in the fields of Radio, Music and Bible | 
Study. Music Clinic will be under the direction of 


Chicago 10, Ill. Price $2.00. An excellent source 
for devotional material. Poems and prose—classified 
under 10 sections each of which is illustrated with 
a Jewish scene or symbol. 


Witnessing To Jews. By Milton G. Lindberg. 
Published by The Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago 10, Ill. Price 50c. A handbook of practical 
aids to enable the Christian to effectively witness 
to Jews. A fine addition to literature on world 
evangelization. 


Stories Of Great Hymn Writers. By Ivan Hage- 
dorn. Published by The Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50: A work 
on hymn makers. Here the author presents the 
human interest side of the hymns we sing. Having 
read of the griefs, the joys, and the victories that 
have made these hymns great the Christian will 
sing of them with new understanding. 


The Soul Winner. By Charles Hadden Spurgeon. 
Edited by David Otis Fuller. Published by The 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $1.50. A condensation of a great book on 
evangelism. This volume has been appraised as one 
of Snurgeon’s master pieces and should arouse the 
slumbering saints of God to have a greater passion 
for reaching the lost. 


The Rose Of Sharon. By Robert G. Lee. Pub- 
lished bv The Zondervan Pnblishine House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. Six messares by one of 
America’s great evangelistic pastors. These sermons 
exalt Christ and are true to the Scriptures. 


Christianity Is Christ. By W. H. Griffeth Thomas, 
D.D. Published bv The Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids. Mich. Price $1.50. The first volume 
in the Christian Life Library. The avthor sets forth 
his view as to the essence of Christianity. He pre- 
sents a systematic digest of Christian scholarship 
concerning the Person and work of Christ. The 
book is written in simple style and should appeal 
to both ministers and laymen. 


Better Wavs Of Growing Up. By Crawford and 
Woodward. Published bv The Mecklenberg Press, 
1228 Spruce Street. Philadelphia 28. Pa. Price 
$3.00. A fascinating book of the psychology of ado- 
lescence. A boon to all who deal with boys and 
girls. This book speaks directly to youth in a simple 
manner. It contains frank discussion of the prob- 
lems parents and Sunday School teachers meet 
daily. This volume should also be useful to public 
school teachers. 


Pioneer Trails. By John L. Fairly, Editor and 
Chief. Published by The John Knox Press. Rich- 
mond, Va. Price $1.75. Programs and activities for 


intermediates. This is volume 2 of Pioneer Trails. 


It is more attractive than the former volume. The 
spiral back and well rounded programs should in- 


~ terest intermediates and leaders of this age group. 


A Faith For Youth. By J. J. Murray. Published 
by The John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. Price 9c. 
A book written to ground young people in the 
Christian faith. The author believes. that there is 
a necessary place for a creed in the life of the 
Church. “The Christian Church has believed in 
creed simply because it has believed in truth. 


Books reviewed in The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal may be ordered from The Southern Pres- 
byterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. Your 
order will receive our best attention. 
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